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OVERVIEW
• Mandate of NSNP
• Responsibilities: National and Provincial Education
Departments (PEDs)
• Programme, Plan and Implementation
• NSNP Database by Province
• Department’s Response to COVID-19 pandemic
• Plans Implemented
• NSNP Delivery Models and Feeding Modalities
• Challenges and Mitigation
• Conclusion
2

NATIONAL SCHOOL NUTRITION PROGRAMMEMANDATE
• Strategic Goal: To enhance learning capacity and improve access to
education.
• Purpose: To provide nutritious meals to targeted schools.
• Outcome: Enhanced learning capacity and improved access to education
• Currently, over 9.6 million learners provided with a cooked, nutritious
school meal on all school days.
• Funded by National Treasury (NT) : Conditional Grant in the Division of
Revenue Act (DORA).
• NSNP Conditional Grant Framework spells out how the programme
should be implemented every year.
• Provincial Education Departments submit approved business plans
before a new financial year. All nine provinces have complied
(2020/21 FY).
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RESPONSIBILITY OF NATIONAL DEPARTMENT
• Develop and submit approved national business plans to the
National Treasury.
• Evaluate, approve and submit provincial business plans to the
National Treasury.
• Manage, monitor and support programme implementation in
provinces and districts.
• Ensure compliance with reporting requirements and National School
Nutrition Programme guidelines.
• Transfer funds to provinces in line with the approved payment
schedule.
• Consolidate and submit quarterly performance reports to the
National Treasury within 45 days after the end of each quarter.
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF PROVINCIAL EDUCATION
DEPARTMENTS
• Develop and submit to DBE annual, approved business plans
that comply with the Grant Framework.
• Manage and implement the programme in line with the 2020
Division of Revenue Act and the Public Finance Management
Act.
• Monitor and provide support to districts/ regions/ area project
officers and schools.
• Provide human resource capacity at all relevant levels.
• Submit quarterly financial and performance reports including
consolidated monitoring, reporting and response system
reports to DBE after the end of each quarter.
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PROGRAMME, PLAN AND IMPLEMENTATION
TO QUALIFYING LEARNERS
The National School Nutrition Programme benefits over 9,6 million learners in
Provinces:
Target criteria:
•
•
•
•

Quintile 1-3 Primary;
Quintile 1-3 Secondary;
Identified Special Schools; and
Identified learners in Quintile 4 and 5.

Monitoring and Support:
•
•
•
•

•

A key responsibility implemented at all levels (national, province, district);
Monitoring plans (annually) developed to monitor schools and districts;
DBE conducted telephonic monitoring to verify if feeding is taking place;
Provinces submit weekly reports to the DBE on the number of learners receiving meals;
and
DBE will share the update reports with SAHRC per quarter for authentic data verification.
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NSNP DATABASE PER PROVINCE
Province

Eastern Cape

Total number of schools Total number of learners
per province
per approved provincial
business plans 2020/2021
FY

Feedback from provinces on
the number of learners
receiving meals as per 26
August 2020

5 013

1 677 483

345 290

901

592 581

516 755

Gauteng

1 642

1 170 136

509 918

KwaZuluNatal
Limpopo

3 839

2 292 896

1 667 895

3 683

1 653 873

1 398 605

Mpumalanga

1 564

915 533

915 533

North West

1 122

726 756

75 709

503

281 294

188 955

1 010

484 569

373 403

19270

8 742 001

Free State

Northern
Cape
Western
Cape

4 4490 957
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DEPARTMENT’S RESPONSE TO COVID-19
PROVISION OF MEALS TO LEARNERS WHO ARE IN
SCHOOL AND THOSE NOT YET PHASED-IN
•

Announcement by the State President, Mr C Ramaphosa on the lockdown on 23 March
2020.
• Meeting held on the 24 March with the Department of Social Development and
Health to discuss ways of including learners benefitting from the NSNP in the
distribution of food parcels.
• Large retail companies – e.g. TBF and Pioneer Foods donated food parcels to vulnerable
communities.
Policy Review in the Conditional Grant Framework (CGF)
• CGF amended to include the provision of:
– Personal Protective Equipment (PPEs) for Volunteer Food Handlers;
– Sanitization of food preparation areas;
– Orientation and training on safety measures for the Volunteer Food Handlers; and
– Provision of food parcels to learners in far flung areas.
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PLANS IMPLEMENTED
1.
2.
•
•
3.
•
•
4.
•
•

Policy Review in the Conditional Grant Framework (CGF)
Amendment of Business Plans (BPs)
Adjusted the feeding calendar in line with gazetted (new) school calendar
DG letters to Heads of PEDS on 29 July 2020 to amend BPs (24 Aug)
Province-specific Plans to feed all learners
Provinces developed province-specific plans in preparation of phased
approach e.g cooked meals served; collecting meals, food parcels.
Progress on feeding provided weekly in DG’s one-on-one meetings with
PED HODs and senior managers
Monitoring implementation
Developed and implementing monitoring plan, with weekly reports to
districts and PEDs.
Monitoring tool amended for COVID-19 and learners not yet in school.
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NSNP DELIVERY
MODELS
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NSNP
DELIVERY
MODELS
Centralised
Procurement
•

•
•
•
•

De-centralised Procurement

• PEDs transfer funds directly to
Schools.
Provincial Education
Departments (PEDs) advertise • School Principal, SGBs and/or
School Management Team
open tender bids.
determine the food items and
Adjudicates and select bids,
seek 3 quotations.
thereafter awards bids.
• Districts approves selected
Contract Management.
suppliers to deliver food.
Monitoring of deliveries in
• Monitoring and management of
schools by Districts.
suppliers.
5 Provinces (GP, LP, MP, KZN &
• 4 Provinces (EC, FS, NC, & NW)
WC) utilize this model
utilize the model

CENTRALISED AND DECENTRALISED PROVINCES
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FEEDING MODALITIES

• PEDs incorporated the phased approach in feeding
learners.
• From 08 June, PEDs started feeding Grade 7 and 12
learners and progressively feeding others being phased in.
• From 22 June 2020, PEDs initiated three (3) delivery
models to feed ALL learners regardless as to whether
attending school or not.
• 3 feeding options currently implemented are:
– Serving meals at school (phased learners);
– Learners collecting cooked meals (with social distancing
and wearing face masks); and
– Collecting/ delivery of food parcels.
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NSNP IMPLEMENTATION IN
RESPONSE TO COVID-19
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CHALLENGES AND MITIGATIONS
Challenges

Mitigation

Low uptake resulting in food wastage
•
as only few learners collect or report at
schools
•
Only limited physical monitoring is
possible during COVID-19

•
•
•

Parents not allowing the learners to go •
to school due to fear of the virus

Scholar Transport for learners from far
flung- areas

•
•

Strengthen communication with communities through
various platforms.
Work with local civic organisations to assist distribute food
parcels.
Use digital monitoring, e.g telephone, emails etc. with an
department’s allowance to access data
Provinces to provide schools and district staff with
resources such as cellphones and data
Daily reporting by schools using new tool

Advocacy to be done through members of the School
Governing Bodies, community local radio stations as well as
QLTC structures.
Strict adherence to safety measures in school
PED’s to request contracted service providers to deliver
food parcels to an agreed point of delivery
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CONCLUSION

• COVID-19 Health and Safety measures non-negotiable.
• The support and cooperation of all is necessary for the
provision of school meals to all learners on the
programme.
• Parents, communities & civil society organisations are
important partners.
• Other government departments (Health, Transport,
Safety) all have a role to play.
• The Department will continue to advocate for, support
and monitor school feeding in provinces.
• Provinces with challenges will be supported by DBE.
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Website: www.education.gov.za
Call Centre: 0800 202 933 | callcentre@dbe.gov.za
witter: @DBE_SA | Facebook: DBE SA
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