
 

 

 

  

 

 NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 
 

Chairperson:        Committee Secretary:  

Speaker of the National Assembly     A Mbanga x 3218 
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

      Thursday, 19 May 2022 [Virtual] 
 

Present: 
N N Mapisa-Nqakula (Speaker) 
S L Tsenoli (Deputy Speaker) 

Boroto, M G (House Chairperson)   Mazzone, N W A (Chief Whip of the 
  Opposition) 

Frolick, C T (House Chairperson)   Mkhaliphi, H O 

Gwarube, S   Mulder, Dr C P 

Herron, B N   Ntlangwini, E N 

Jafta, S M   Papo, A H M (Parliamentary Counsellor to 
  the Deputy President) 

  Koornhof, Dr G W (Parliamentary 
  Counsellor to the President) 

Shaik Emam, A M 

  Kwankwa, N L S Singh, N 

  Lesoma, R M M (Programming Whip) Swart, S N 

  Majodina, P C P (Chief Whip of the 
  Majority Party) 

Wessels, W W 

 
Staff in attendance: 
Acting Secretary to Parliament Ms P N Tyawa, Secretary to the National Assembly Mr M 
Xaso, Dr T Mbatha (Constitutional and Legal Services Office) and Adv M Tau 
(Committees). 
 
 
1. Opening  
 
The Deputy Speaker opened the meeting at 08:30 and welcomed all present.   
 
  
2. Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from House Chairperson Mr M L D Ntombela and Deputy Chief 

Whip of the Majority Party Ms D E Dlakude. 

 

3. Consideration of draft agenda 
 
The draft agenda was adopted, as proposed. 
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4.    Consideration of minutes of meeting of 5 May 2022 
 
On the proposal of the Chief Whip of the Majority Party, seconded by Mr Swart, the 
minutes of 5 May were adopted. 
 

5. Matters arising 
 
Mr Xaso provided a feedback on the following matters: 
 
Ad Hoc Joint Committee on Flood Disaster Relief and Recovery 
The committee had met and appointed co-chairpersons. 
 
Electoral Act, 1998 (Act No. 73 of 1998) 
Application for extension of the deadline had been submitted to the Constitutional Court.  
Parties involved in the matter had been directed to make written submissions. Parliament had 
already made its submission. 

 
Processing of candidates for position of Chairperson of Board of National Lotteries 
Commission 
The Portfolio Committee on Trade and Industry had met and scheduled other meetings in 
order to deliberate further on the matter.  
 
 
6. Report from Committee Section  
 
Adv Tau presented an update on matters before committees and indicated that the 
following Bills could be finalised on the following dates: 

• Prevention of Hate Crimes & Hate Speech Bill on 8 June 

• Fund-raising Amendment Bill on 1 June 

• Cannabis for Private Purposes Bill on 8 June 

• Land Court Bill on 8 June 

 

On statutory appointments, Adv Tau advised that a request to fill vacancies on the 
Commission for Gender Equality had been referred to the Portfolio Committee on 
Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilities.  The committee intended to establish a 
subcommittee to process the filling of these vacancies. 

 

In response to Ms Mkhaliphi on the unavailabil ity of the Minister of Police during 
consideration of the Criminal Law (Forensic Procedure) Amendment Bill, Adv Tau 
explained that the Minister was unable to attend the meeting when it was rescheduled 
due to the initial meeting not taking place due to the unavailability of members of the 
committee.  A revised date for adoption of the Bill would be decided. 

 

7. Report by Bills Office 
 
Dr Mbatha presented legislation before committees and indicated that the South African 

Postbank Limited Amendment Bill had been introduced and referred to the Portfolio 

Committee on Communications.  The Division of Revenue Bill and Employment Equity 

Amendment Bill would be sent to the President for assent. 
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Dr Mbatha also advised that the Compensation for Occupational Injuries Amendment Bill had 
been returned to the National Assembly due to proposed amendments from the National 
Council of Provinces (NCOP). 
 
The Chief Whip of the Opposition asked whether the NA Table could make available a treaty 
that she believed had been signed for ratification between South Africa and World Health 
Organisation (WHO). Mr Swart added that the treaty should be read with proposed 
amendments to the International Health Regulations of 2005 that would be considered by the 
World Health Assembly later in the month.  He said that there was a lot of interest and concern 
about it and also indicated that he would appreciate it if the administration could also make 
available the WHO Treaty as well as the proposed amendments to the International Health 
Regulations Amendments as they would need to be tabled in Parliament at a later stage for 
ratification.  The Deputy Speaker intimated that the relevant Minister could be requested to 
make a statement on the matter.  Mr Xaso replied that he would follow up on the relevant 
information on the two treaties and advise parties accordingly. 
 

8. Consideration of draft Parliamentary programme 
 
The Deputy Speaker informed the meeting that the Executive Authority was now in a position 
to recommend the appointment of Mr Xolile George by the Houses of Parliament, as Secretary 
to Parliament with effect from 1 June 2022.  He said that this was the outcome of a process 
that involved a multi-party panel, adding that he was confident that Mr George was the right 
candidate for the job.  The Deputy Speaker also indicated that he had been informed that the 
Chief Whips’ Forum had also agreed that the relevant motion be considered by the National 
Assembly on Wednesday, 25 May.  Mr George’s contract would be for five years. 
 
The Deputy Speaker also announced that the Speaker had acceded to a request from Mr 
Bantu Holomisa, on behalf of opposition parties, for a meeting with the Speaker on 
Wednesday, 25 May. 
 

Lastly, the Deputy Speaker advised that a letter had been received from the President, 
bringing to the attention of Parliament Part 4 of the Report of the Judicial Commission of 
Inquiry into Allegations of State Capture, Corruption, and Fraud in the Public Sector, 
including Organs of State. The letter from the President had been published in the 
Announcements, Tablings and Committee Reports document of 17 May 2022.  The 
administration, including legal services, would peruse the report in order to identify matters 
that might need consideration by relevant structures.  It was also clarified that the President 
would have four months, from receipt of the final report on 15 June 2022, to submit to 
Parliament together with an implementation plan. 

 
Ms Gwarube noted her concern with the impact of load-shedding on the ability of members to 
fully participate in the virtual mini plenary sessions discussing budget votes.  With regard to 
the letter from the Speaker that had been sent to whips in the previous week that some 
members would be referred to the Joint Committee on Ethics and Members’ Interests, she 
asked whether that had been done. Mr Xaso responded that the referral was done on 4 May 
2022.  
 
The Chief Whip of the Majority Party clarified that the report was specific that only two 
Members of Parliament, including one from the NCOP, would be referred to the Ethics 
committee.  The Speaker had taken steps regarding the member implicated in the report who 
is based in the National Assembly.   
 
On the matter of load-shedding, she indicated that the Chief Whips’ Forum had recommended 
that the envisaged upgrade of tools of trade should take into consideration that members 
would need to be connected during load-shedding.   
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The Chief Whip of the Majority Party advised that parties had agreed that declarations on the 
motion for appointment of Secretary to Parliament would be allowed, if requested. 
   
In response to Ms Mkhaliphi, the Speaker advised that the contract for Deputy Secretary to 
Parliament, currently Acting Secretary, would end in June 2023.  
 
The Programming Whip presented the Parliamentary Programme for the Second Term and 
highlighted the following: 
 
Mini-plenaries on Budget Votes were scheduled for 24 May. Mini-plenaries were also 
scheduled for 26 May to consider motions from the Pan Africanist Congress and African 
National Congress, as well as committee reports. 
 
A condolence motion for Mr Mxolisi Sokatsha and the debate on Africa Day under the theme 
‘Africa Month – Strengthening resilience and sustainability in nutrition and food security on the 
African continent’ was scheduled for 25 May. Consideration of legislation and committee 
reports were also scheduled for 31 May and 2 June. 
  
The Programming Whip also advised that questions for oral reply to the Deputy President had 
been rescheduled for 8 June. As a result, questions to the Social Services cluster were 
rescheduled for the Third Term.  She also indicated that consideration would also be made for 
scheduling of legislation that would be finalised in June, based on the report from Committee 
Section.  Furthermore, the Programming Whip informed the meeting that a Youth Parliament 
was proposed in the week of 20 – 27 June.  Further details would be communicated in due 
course.  
 
In response to Dr Mulder, Mr Xaso explained that it was normal for committee reports to be 
considered in mini-plenaries as had happened previously.  Decisions on the reports would 
then be considered in plenary.  
 
With regard to international relations and external bodies events, Mr Singh advised that the 
Judicial Services Commission would meet on 20 June 2022 to interview Supreme Court of 
Appeals President Mandisa Maya for the position of Deputy Chief Justice following a letter of 
her nomination by the President. 
 

9. Announcements 
 
There were no announcements. 
  

10. Closure 
 
The meeting adjourned at 09:17. 
 


