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MANDATE 

Commissioner will be responsible for the keeping and provision of crime intelligence data, criminal 
records and statistics”.

The above section has been retained, in terms of item 24 of schedule 6 to the Constitution of the 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

» serious crimes

»

» 17 community reported serious crimes recorded a 

 » The reversal decrease in the 17 community reported serious crimes

 » Contact crime

categories, as illustrated in table 1.

TABLE 1: OVERVIEW OF CONTACT CRIMES: COUNTS DIFFERENCE AND % CHANGE

Category Counts Difference % Change

Murder

Sexual Offences

Attempted murder

Assault GBH

Common assault

60

S
murder, assault GBH and common assault were arguments or misunderstandings that 

were numerous counts of rapes, murders, assaults and attempted murders that occurred 

2019/2020.
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 »
incidence of stock-theft 254 counts in the period 
under review.

 » Commercial crimes

» Crimes detected as a result of police action

private consumption.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 OVERVIEW

the report, crimes related to the environment are discussed. The discussion of the latter is limited 

crimes, of which 1

The crimes that are considered as indicators of the effectiveness of police activities, i.e. the crimes 

national level.

2. REFERENCE PERIOD 

Financial year Reference period Month of release

2019/2020
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3. METHODOLOGY

3.1 COMPILATION OF CRIME STATISTICS 

The scope of the crimes discussed in this report covers the reported crimes perpetrated within the 

as a result of police action.

» Contact crimes (crimes against the person): These crimes involve the use of violence or 

and 
latter divided into the subcategories of 

and

» Contact-related crimes: 
violent crimes committed against material assets with the intention to cause damage to or the 

» Crimes against property (also known as property-related crimes): These crimes occur in the 
absence of the victim or under circumstances in which the victim is unaware of the crime being 

» Other serious crimes

The four crimes detected, as a result of police action are as follows:

» Crimes dependent on police action for detection,

and
(including and . 

such cases are closed as unfounded. The unfounded cases are excluded from the reported crime 
statistics in each annual crime statistics publication.
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3.2 CRIME STATISTICS COMPUTATION

Percentage increases and decreases measure the changing trends in reported crime statistics. 

the above computation is impossible under such circumstances.

based on the population estimates. The following formula is used, in this regard:

geographical areas and also for changes in population size over time.  

3.3 COUNTING RULES

Similar to the previous reports, the statistics represent the number of charges or counts and not the 
number of registered case dockets. The docket is the source document for recording an offence. A 
case docket can contain a single count of a particular offence, multiple counts of an offence or even 

If multiple offences are committed during a single crime incident, each offence will be recorded in 

4. CRIME DATA QUALITY MANAGEMENT
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an alteration of methodological compilation or a complete overhaul.  In the absence of the latter, the 

the change is implemented as recommended.

women and children obtained from other reporting units in the service.  In both instances, case 

the unfounded, the process is to determine whether, for the particular case, a crime was committed 

excluded for statistics reporting on the crime statistics.  Pertaining to the crimes against women and 

prescripts, as outlined in the SASQAF. 

5. DISSEMINATION

The regular release of crime statistics promotes the timeliness dimension of the South African 

www.saps.gov.za



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE | ANNUAL CRIME REPORT 2019/2020

8

MATTERS THAT NEED TO BE KNOWN ABOUT THIS RELEASE OF STATISTICS

Crime statistics and the wider criminal justice system

The crime statistics recorded in this publication relate to the serious crime cases reported to the 
SAPS, thus incidents where elements of crimes were detected. If no elements of crimes were 

dataset for crimes against women and children and the one for broad categories of crime. This is so 
since the crimes against women and children dataset measuring count is, per sex and age of the 
victim, while the other is, per victim, regardless of the victim’s sex or age. In the cases of women and 

causative factors and other aspects that might contribute to such crime. 

6. FIGURES PERTAINING TO THE 21 SERIOUS CRIME CATEGORIES

6.1 PROPORTIONAL CONTRIBUTION OF THE 21 SERIOUS CRIME CATEGORIES 

This annual report covers a prioritised categories of crimes that have been perpetuated within the 

FIGURE 1: PROPORTIONAL CONTRIBUTION OF THE 21 SERIOUS CRIMES: APRIL TO MARCH 2019/2020
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6.2 MACRO TRENDS IN RESPECT OF THE 21 SERIOUS CRIMES 

6.2.1  THE 17 COMMUNITY-REPORTED SERIOUS CRIMES

Over the past decade, a general downward trend was observed in spite of the two increases 

FIGURE 2: THE 17 COMMUNITY-REPORTED SERIOUS CRIMES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL 
OVERVIEW



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE | ANNUAL CRIME REPORT 2019/2020

10

TABLE 2: OVERVIEW OF THE 17 COMMUNITY-REPORTED SERIOUS CRIME CATEGORIES

Category 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020
Counts 
Difference

% Change

Contact Crime

112 244

495 161 469 224

Other Serious Crimes 426 569

serious crimes

6.2.2  THE CRIMES DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION 

FIGURE 3: THE CRIMES DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND 
PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

in all the nine provinces, during 2019/2020, ranging from the highest decrease in number of case 
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7. ANALYSIS OF THE 17 COMMUNITY-REPORTED SERIOUS CRIMES 

7.1 CONTACT CRIME

Contact crime refers to crimes, in which the victims themselves are the targets of violence, or 

FIGURE 4: CONTACT CRIME: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

The four provinces contributed to the total increase in the incidence of contact crimes during 

increases. 
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TABLE 3: OVERVIEW OF THE CONTACT CRIME

Category 2015/

2016

2016/

2017

2017/

2018

2018/

2019

2019/

2020

Counts 
Diff

% 
Change

Murder 19 016 21 022

Sexual Offences 49 660 52 420

Attempted murder

Assault GBH

Common assault 156 450 162 012 165 494

54 110 60

circumstances
140 956

Total Contact Crimes

CAUSATIVE FACTORS FOR SELECTED CONTACT CRIME

Escalation in crime seriousness over the criminal lifespan continues to be an important issue to 

in one incident there can be multiple counts of a single offence or can be a combination of other 

contact related crime, such as arson can lead to additional counts of contact crimes, such as murder, 
attempted murder, assault GBH, etc. This represents a domino effect, hence the causative factors 
for contact crimes are, in most cases related, for example, a rape occurring in a domestic situation 

vigilantism, taxi violence, illegal mining and organised crime. Some subcategories of contact crimes 

and the trio crimes. It is clear that these causative factors range from social behaviour, criminal 

siblings or even an elder.

weapon at all. 

in order to prevent, combat or mitigate the risks of future occurrence. Illustrated in Table 4 are the 

and murders, regarding the effects of causative factors on the crime statistics recorded during 
2019/2020.
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TABLE 4: CAUSATIVE FACTORS VS FOUR CONTACT CRIME

Common 
Assault

Assault 
GBH

Attempted 
Murders

Murders
Total

Arguments/ Misunderstanding (not 
related to domestic) 75 996

Domestic related  38 656

Retaliation / Revenge 526 7 108

Robbery (house/ Business/ Street) 1 146 1 061 5 319

Vigilantism / Mob justice 595 224 1 202 3 888

Gang-related 40 2 598

Rape-related 401 50 913

Bullying at School 546 19 9 919

Prison Fight 10 877

Taxi-related 156 759

Self defence 65 44 453

Factional Fighting 115 19 380

Public / Service Delivery Protest 51 9 353

Labour Related 11 302

Witchcraft Related 46 9 197

Illicit mining 6 11 100 197

Muti Related 2 96

Antagonism towards Foreigners 22 9 75

Politically Motivated 19 12 21 60

thnic on ict / Racism 19 1 58

According to table 4, the main grouping of causative factors contributing to these selected contact 

other and then the argument can escalate to devastating results.  

defend themselves against their attackers, with a weapon such as, a knife and kill the attackers. In 

of multiple wounds, for example, a case in which a father stabbed the mother of his children twelve 

suicide after killing their spouses or lovers. Some of these perpetrators would leave a suicide note 

determining the exact motive are increased because the incidents occur in private spaces and without 
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ALCOHOL RELATED OFFENCES

of contact crimes were as a result of alcohol and it was in these instances mentioned that either the 
victim, perpetrator or both had consumed alcohol before the incident. 

Provinces scrutinised the contact crime incidence to determine the relationship between alcohol and 

taverns, shebeen, bars, pubs and restaurants that serve alcohol, as illustrated in Figure 5. 

FIGURE 5: SELECTED CONTACT CRIME: LIQUOR AND DRUG RELATED OFFENCES
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IMPACT OF DRINKING ALCOHOL 

Sexual assault

become more forceful when someone tries to resist them. Sexual assault can occur when there is a 
lack of consent, as well as when the victim is unable to give consent, due to intoxication or mental 
state.

Assault (common and aggravated)

become dangerous. If violent thoughts and feelings are acted on, it can lead to an aggravated 
assault charge. 

Intimate partner violence: 

or former spouse or partner report that the perpetrator had been drinking, compared to less than 

Child abuse: 

Murder:

state, contributing to an increased risk of committing violent crimes. 

PERPETRATOR RELATIONSHIP WITH VICTIM

 acquaintances

selected contact crime, as illustrated in table 5.

Intimate partner and family violence

related violence relationship contributed a total of 40
Boyfriend or girlfriend 
The spouse
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mother/father, including step parent

TABLE 5: SELECTED CONTACT CRIME: RELATIONSHIP OF PERPETRATOR WITH VICTIM

Perpetrator relationship

Common 
Assault

Assault 
GBH

Attempted 
Murder

Murder
Total

Acquaintance/ Known by sight 2 024 55 994

Boyfriend/ Girlfriend 22 850

Family member e.g. Uncle/ Aunt/ 
Cousins/Niece/ Nephew / Grand Parents 

/ In laws 214 9 340

Ex(Boyfriend /Girlfriend) 60 8 868

Friend 6 037

Spouse (Husband/ wife/ Life partner) 156 6 638

Neighbour 105 4 719

Learner killed teacher 1 160 2 1 1 873

Parent/ Guardian 152 105 1 757

Employee / Co-worker / Colleague 1 604 44 2 079

Step (Mother/ Father) 442 259 19 747

Teacher attacked learner 151 5 1 724

Learner attacked learner 101 16 19 153

PLACE OF OCCURANCE FOR SELECTED CONTACT CRIME 

A crime scene
evidence that is pertinent to a criminal investigation. The location of a crime scene can be the place 

with the criminal behaviours that occurred. 

building, etc., as illustrated in table 6. 
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TABLE 6: PLACE OF OCCURRENCE FOR SELECTED CONTACT CRIME

Place of occurrence Rape 
Common 
Assault

Assault 
GBH

Attempted 
Murders Murders Total

Residences of perpetrator/ victim 
(including residence known by 
victims/ perpetrator e.g. family/

friends/ neighbours) 5 522

73 960

Public place e.g. Street/Open 
eld/ Recreational centre/ Park/ 

Beach / Parking area / Abandoned 
building

73 159

Liquor outlets (Shebeen/ Tavern / 
Pub/ Night club / Bottle Store

19 117

Business premises (e.g. Mall/ 
restaurants /work place / Of ce 

Park / Entertainment Centre e.g. 
Movie Theatre, Gambling Facility 260 1 122

9 406

River / Lake / Pool / Dam 126 4 170

Educational institutions (Schools, 
universities, college, Day Care 

Facilities) 64 52
3 078

Agricultural Land  e.g. Farm / Plot 
/ Small Holding 161 166

1 402

Bus Stop / Taxi Rank 1 365

Mode of Transport e.g. Bus / Car / 
Plane / Boat / Ship / Taxi 261

1 338

Petrol Station 5 400 269 60 762

Railway Premises e.g. Track / 
Station 125 45

560

Leisure premises e.g. Hotel 
/ Guest house / BnB/ Motel / 

Holiday resort 20
553

Government Premises / Building 16 261 159 479

Mining Area 60 201

7.1.1  MURDER
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FIGURE 6: MURDER: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW 

TABLE 7: MULTIPLE MURDERS AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

2 3 4 5 6 7 9
Eastern Cape 58 15 2 1 0 0 0 76 174
Free State 14 1 0 0 0 0 0 15 31
Gauteng 97 15 0 1 0 1 1 115 260
KwaZulu-Natal 129 12 1 0 0 0 0 142 298
Limpopo 11 2 0 0 0 0 0 13 28
Mpumalanga 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 7 15
North West 6 1 1 0 0 0 0 8 19
Western Cape 104 18 7 1 1 1 0 132 308
Total 425 65 11 3 1 2 1 508 1 133

Province Number of victims Docket
s Victims

Circumstances leading to multiple murders varied. Illegal mining account for two incidents of multiple 
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Taverns serving alcohol can also serve as a location were multiple murders occur. Seven victims 

Arguments not related to domestic incidents accounted for 129 counts, domestic related murders 

one count each. Gauteng also listed 142 counts, where ten or more victims were murdered in one 

one motive is listed as retaliation/revenge, the other motive as domestic related and in two counts 
the motives were not clear. The known motives for the 19 counts of murders, where three victims 

one incident, where eight victims were murdered with the causal factor listed as retaliation/revenge. 

cases.  The known motives for these incidents ranged from gang related incidents with four counts, 

one incident was gang related violence and the other pertaining to the elimination of a witness. One 
count of seven victims who were murdered in a retaliation/revenge attack. 

The Eastern Cape experienced 44 counts where two victims were murdered in the same incident. 
Rape related murders caused 12 counts where two victims were murdered in the same incidents, 

causes for the 19 counts in the Free State where two victims were murdered in one incident, ranged 

were murdered in one incident. 
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one count each. Domestic violence attributed to the death of four victims murdered in one incident. 
Domestic and farm related violence contributed two counts of murder, each in Limpopo, in incidents 
where two victims were murdered in one incident, political motivated violence contributed one count, 
in this regard.  Domestic violence and illicit mining contributed one count each for incidents where 
three victims were murdered in one incident.    

7.1.1.1 MOTIVES AND/OR CAUSES OF MURDER

UNSPECIFIED CIRCUMSTANCES

murder.  The original crime scene might also not be known, as the victims are sometimes dropped 

FIGURE 7: CAUSATIVE FACTORS OF MURDER 

The following table contains incidents of murders, where the causes of murders were known.

TABLE 8: CAUSATIVE FACTORS FOR MURDER

Causative factors EC FS GP KZN LP MP NC NW WC RSA

Arguments/Misunderstanding (not 
related to domestic)

211 1 
099

645 151 66 411

Domestic related 190 61 1 

Vigilantism/Mob justice 152 96 100 5 41 1 
202

Robbery (houes/Business/Street) 65 229 50 5 226 1 
061
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Causative factors EC FS GP KZN LP MP NC NW WC RSA

Gang-related 116 0 1 0 4 1 

Retaliation/Revenge 4 19 1 1 0

Taxi-related 26 1 105 2 4 0 1

Rape-related 14 19 12 6 0 2 11 10

Illicit mining 0 14 61 0 0 0 2 0

Self defence 16 14 1 1 2 5

Factional Fighting 5 1 22 0 2 0 0 0

Labour Related 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0

Politically Motivated 0 0 4 2 2 0 0 0 21

Bullying at School 0 0 4 0 2 0 0 0 9

Public/Service Delivery Protest 0 0 6 0 1 0 0 1 1 9

Witch Craft Related 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 9

Antogonism towards Foreigners 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0

Prison Fight 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 1

Muti related 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2

criminal behaviour and accidental murders.

7.1.1.1.1 SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

EXTENT OF MURDERS RELATED TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
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FIGURE 8: MURDERS RELATED TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN VICTIMS AND PERPETRATORS 

TABLE 9: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE MURDERS: RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VICTIM AND PERPETRATOR 

Relationship EC FS GP KZN LM MP NC NW WC Total
% 

Contribution

Boyfriend/
Girlfriend

111 41 122 44 62

Other Family* 114 22 24 21 15

Spouse (Husband, 
wife, life partner)

15 21 11 11

Parent/Guardian 6 14 15 4 15 105

Ex (boyfriend, 
girlfriend)

5 2 10 4 4 2 1 5 60

Step (mother and 
father)

0 0 4 2 0 1 1 19

Total 251 259 255 154
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ARGUMENTS OR MISUNDERSTANDINGS NOT RELATED TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

FIGURE 9: MURDERS NOT RELATED TO DOMESTIC ARGUMENTS OR MISUNDERSTANDINGS: PROVINCIAL 
OVERVIEW

from arguments and misunderstandings. 
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7.1.1.1.2 CRIMINAL BEHAVIOUR

MURDERS RELATED TO ILLEGAL MINING

FIGURE 10: MURDERS RELATED TO ILLEGAL MINING: PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION

associated with illegal mining resulted in fatalities. The four affected provinces were, Gauteng, the 

to single incidents, as discussed earlier in this report. 

FACTION: INTRA OR INTER GROUP CONFLICT

Mpumalanga, two counts and the Free State, one count.  

POLITICAL VIOLENCE RELATED MURDERS

Mpumalanga with two counts each. 

MURDERS RELATED TO ROBBERY AND OTHER CRIME 
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FIGURE 11: ROBBERY-RELATED MURDERS: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

7.1.1.1.3 GROUP BEHAVIOUR

MURDERS RELATED TO GANG VIOLENCE

FIGURE 12: MURDERS RELATED TO GANG VIOLENCE: PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION
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MURDER RELATED TO COMMUNITY RETALIATION

FIGURE 13: MURDERS RELATED TO MOB JUSTICE: PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION

TAXI VIOLENCE

in this phenomenon, as illustrated in Figure 14.
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FIGURE 14: MURDERS RELATED TO TAXI VIOLENCE: PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION

7.1.1.1.4 MURDER OF MEMBERS OF THE POLICE SERVICE

FIGURE 15: MURDER OF MEMBERS OF THE POLICE SERVICE: TREND OVER FIVE YEARS

-4 Counts

EASTERN CAPE FREE STATE GAUTENG KWAZULU-NATAL LIMPOPO MPUMALANGA NORTH WEST NORTHERN CAPE WESTERN CAPE RSA

Eastern Cape Free State Gauteng Head Office Kwazulu/Natal Limpopo Mpumalanga North West
Northern 

Cape Western Cape
Republic of 
South Africa

2018_19 11 3 17 7 18 1 4 4 3 9 77
2019_20 9 2 16 5 18 4 6 1 1 11 73

Counts Diff -2 -1 -1 -2 0 3 2 -3 -2 2 -4

%Change -18,2% -33,3% -5,9% -28,6% 0,0% 300,0% 50,0% -75,0% -66,7% 22,2% -5,2%

-5,2%

Murder of member of the police (number of victims)

81 80

83
85

77

73

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020
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or seven counts. This increase is a reversal of the decrease experienced during the previous three 

FIGURE 16: MURDER OF MEMBERS OF THE POLICE SERVICE: ON AND OFF- DUTY

PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION

FIGURE 17: MURDER OF MEMBERS OF THE POLICE SERVICE: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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TABLE 10: CAUSATIVE FACTORS OF MURDERS OF POLICE OFFICIALS

Causative factor/ circumstances Off Duty On Duty Total
Attending a complaint 0 11 11

Victim of crime (e.g. robbery related) 4 2 6
Argument (not domestic related) 5 0 5

Domestic related 4 0 4
Tracing information 0 4 4

Active crime scene : in pursuit of 
suspicious vehicle or suspect on foot 0 4 4

Other crime prevention duties (e.g. stop 
and search/roadblock) 0 4 4

Tracing wanted suspect 0 3 3
Effecting an arrest 0 2 2

Accidental / passing by 2 0 2
Alcohol related 1 0 1

Road rage 1 0 1
Mob justice 1 0 1

Member shot during the car spinning 
competition 1 0 1

Shot by a subordinate who failed to 
report on duty 0 1 1

While attending a colleague’s funeral 0 1 1
Member found dead  no witness 19 3 22

Total 38 35 73

AGE AND GENDER OF VICTIMS

7.1.1.1.5 MURDER RESULTING FROM VIOLENCE ON FARMS AND SMALLHOLDINGS
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FIGURE 18: PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION OF MURDER INCIDENTS AND OTHER CRIMES ON FARMS AND SMALL 
HOLDINGS 

reported. The Northern Cape had no incidents of murders reported.

DAYS OF THE WEEK, PER PROVINCE PER CASES REPORTED

TABLE 11: DAY OF THE WEEK, PER CASES

Day of the week EC FS GP KZN LM MP NW WC Total

Monday   0 0 2 0 0 0 1 6

Tuesday  0 2 2 0 0 0 0

Wednesday 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2

Thursday 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 6

Friday   2 1 0 1 2 0 1 0

Saturday 1 1 1 0 1

Sunday   2 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 5

Total 11 11 5 5 8 1 2 3 46
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TABLE 12: TIME OF DAY, PER CASES

Time & day
00:00 - 
02:59

03:00 - 
05:59

06:00 - 
08:59

09:00 - 
11:59

12:00 - 
14:59

15:00 - 
17:59

18:00 - 
20:59

21:00 - 
23:59 Total

Monday   0 0 1 0 1 2 1 1 6

Tuesday  1 1 0 0 0 0 2 7

Wednesday 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2

Thursday 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 6

Friday   1 1 1 1 0 2 0 1 7

Saturday 1 1 0 1 0 4 13

Sunday   0 0 2 0 1 1 1 0 5

Total 3 4 7 4 4 5 9 10 46

LOCATION: TYPE OF PREMISES

TARGETED VICTIMS

FIGURE 19: GENDER & AGE, PER VICTIM OF MURDER
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OFFENDERS INVOLVED

FIGURE 20: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW: MURDERS OF WOMEN AND CHILDERN 2019/2020

percentage contribution for male and female adults and children victims are as follows: adult males 

OFFENDERS INVOLVED
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IMPACT OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE ON THE INCIDENCE OF MURDER

solve an argument or misunderstanding, which in substance free circumstances might have led to 

7.1.1.1.6 INSTRUMENT USED TO COMMIT MURDER

FIGURE 21: TEN MOST COMMON INSTRUMENTS USED NATIONALLY TO COMMIT MURDER
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FIGURE 22. FIREARM VS KNIVES USED: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

well as the Northern Cape with 162 counts.  

7.1.1.1.7 TIME AND DAYS OF MURDERS

increases over weekends when people are socialising at home or places of entertainment, where the 

after work and from places of entertainment can leave people vulnerable to crimes, such as domestic 
violence or robberies.      

TABLE 13: TIME AND DAY OF OCCURRENCE

 Day of the week  
Time of the 

day Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Total

00:00 to 02:59 215 1 026 2 872

03:00 to 05:59 249 140 160 150 166 516 2 079

06:00 to 08:59 261 245 222 696 2 505

09:00 to 11:59 244 222 215 1 744

12:00 to 14:59 216 194 264 1 559

15:00 to 17:59 241 221 251 1 973

18:00 to 20:59 455 529 3 787

21:00 to 23:59 652 3 796

Total 2 353 2 017 2 031 1 939 2 511 4 597 4 867 20 315
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above.

7.1.1.1.8  LOCATION OF MURDERS

Decomposing bodies and victims, who die at or on route to hospital, pose a challenge in determining 
the exact location of the original crime scene. In some instances, the people who brought the victim 

TABLE 14: PLACE OF OCCURRENCE FOR MURDERS

Place of Occurrence Number % 
contribution

abandoned building

5 522

Mode of Transport e.g. Bus/car/plane/boat/ship/taxi

Agricultural Land e.g. Farm/plot/small holding 166

River/lake/pool/dam

Bus stop/taxi rank

Mining area 60

52

Petrol Station

Government Premises/building e.g. Home Affairs

Total 17 399 100,0%

illustrated in the table above.  

7.1.2 ATTEMPTED MURDER

Attempted murder is the commission of an unlawful act, with the intent of killing another human being 
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FIGURE 23. ATTEMPTED MURDER: TREND OVER TEN YEARS
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DAY AND TIME OF ATTEMPTED MURDERS

TABLE 15: TIME AND DAY OF OCCURRENCE

Day of the week

Time of the 
day Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Total

00:00 to 02:59 649 2 851

03:00 to 05:59 152 115 125 424 1 415

06:00 to 08:59 121 142 150 1 112

09:00 to 11:59 165 195 1 265

12:00 to 14:59 196 1 422

15:00 to 17:59 1 900

18:00 to 20:59 459 440 692 3 938

21:00 to 23:59 404 666 659 3 720

Total 2 114 1 844 2 000 1 917 2 396 3 681 3 671 17623
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MOTIVES AND/OR CAUSES OF ATTEMPTED MURDER

TABLE 16: TOP TEN CAUSATIVE FACTORS FOR ATTEMPTED MURDER

Causative factors EC FS GP KZN LP MP NW NC WC Totals

provocation

201 45 141

114 450 101 4 206 456

0 0 0 1

Domestic related  104 90 212 159 44 64

142 16 14 250

Retaliation/revenge 52 1 16 252 11 29 2 10 526

0 60 46 14 24 2 9 42 224

0 65 45 4 0 1 20 156

Illicit mining 0 10 0 0 0 0 5 0 100

Accidental 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 55 56

5 2 21 1 5 0 2 2 51

trend. Mpumalanga and the Northern Cape also experience arguments as the top causative factor, 
as illustrated in Table 16. 

INSTRUMENTS USED

FIGURE 24: TEN MOST COMMON INSTRUMENTS USED NATIONALLY TO COMMIT ATTEMPTED MURDER
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FIGURE 25. FIREARM VS KNIVES USED: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

PLACE OF OCCURRENCE

TABLE 17: PLACE OF OCCURRENCE FOR ATTEMPTED MURDER

PLACE OF OCCURRENCE Number % Contribution

abandoned building

1 122

Mode of transport e.g. bus/car/plane/boat/ship/taxi

Agricultural land e.g. farm/plot/smallholding

Mining area

Bus stop/taxi rank

64

Petrol station 60

45

Government Premises/Building e.g. Home Affairs

20

River/lake/pool/dam

Total 15 430 100,00%
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illustrated in the table above.  

VICTIMS AND OFFENDERS INVOLVED

counts.  

TABLE 18: VICTIMS OF ATTEMPTED MURDER

GENDER & AGE EC FS GP KZN LM MP NC NW WC Total

Children (boys and girls 17 years 
and below) 69 64 21 20 29 251 604

Women (18 years and above) 115 141 91 451

Men (18 years and above)
1 

961
2 

995 621
2 

Total
2 

494

7.1.3 ASSAULTS

assaults can be attributed to enormous factors, such as emotion, intoxication and miscommunication, 
to name a few. In most instances the aftermath of this criminal act can lead to casualties, instigate 
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or threat of application of the immediate personal violence to another. 

CAUSATIVE FACTORS

similar causative factors as illustrated on table 19 below. As a result the causative factors of these 

TABLE 19: ASSAULTS CAUSATIVE FACTORS

Common assault Assault GBH

Arguments/misunderstanding(not 
related to domestic) 37 876 31 699 69 575

Domestic related  21 344 14 907 36 251
Retaliation/revenge 3 126 2 674 5 800

Mob justice 595 1 867 2 462
Robbery (house/business/street) 271 1 146 1 417

Rape-related 380 401 781
Prison fight 345 339 684

Bullying at school 546 345 891
Factional fighting 115 203 318

Witch craft related 46 139 185
Gang-related 40 49 89

Taxi-related 248 68 316
Self defence 286 65 351

Labour Related 193 63 256
Public/service delivery protest 230 63 293

Antagonism towards foreigners 22 36 58
Ethnic conflict/racism 38 19 57

Muti-related 76 18 94
Political related 19 12 31

Illicit mining 6 11 17

Causative factors Total

Common assa

t
s

69

To

Assault GBH

31 699

ltault

or more people involved in an argument or misunderstanding, not related to domestic issues. From 

stress.

Domestic related incidents were recorded as the second highest generator of assaults, accounting 
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counts.  

 assaults. This endorses 
the fact that social interaction that goes wrong between individuals can be a prominent contributor 
of assaults. 

knocked unconscious.

VICTIMS AND OFFENDER RELATIONSHIP

Assaults cases, in general, are more of a social crime in nature and the relationship of the victims 

ASSAULTS: LIQOUR OUTLETS AND CONFIRMED ALCOHOL RELATED INCIDENTS
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DAY AND TIME 

intake can affect social behaviour and increase one’s aggression levels.  

7.1.3.1 ASSAULT GBH

FIGURE 26: ASSAULT WITH INTENT TO INFLICT BODILY HARM: TREND 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL 
OVERVIEW

-2,5%
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Even though most provinces recorded a decrease of assault GBH incidents, provinces such as 
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TABLE 20: ASSAULT GBH CAUSATIVE FACTORS: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

Causative factors KZN FS LP NW MP WC GP EC NC Total
Arguments/misunderstanding(not 

related to domestic) 5 153 208 411 5 887 2 101 2 267 12 376 2 831 465 31 699
Domestic related  3 745 532 1 003 91 1 675 1 534 5 559 696 72 14 907

Retaliation/revenge 1 141 0 4 0 114 152 105 1 128 30 2 674
Mob justice 595 4 558 68 155 63 320 104 0 1 867

Robbery (house/business/street) 307 25 5 38 34 162 389 156 30 1 146
Rape-related 38 2 86 120 7 12 44 92 0 401

Prison fight 93 25 8 10 46 34 43 82 49 390
Bullying at school 167 0 2 20 0 17 117 22 0 345
Factional fighting 179 0 0 0 0 0 22 2 0 203

Witch craft related 17 0 84 0 10 0 3 25 0 139
Gang-related 3 2 0 0 0 24 44 24 0 97

Taxi-related 9 0 3 0 22 2 26 6 0 68
Self defence 8 0 0 0 0 4 44 9 0 65

Labour related 20 0 0 0 15 0 26 2 0 63
Public/service delivery protest 4 0 1 0 14 0 27 17 0 63

Antagonism towards foreigners 9 0 0 0 1 0 10 16 0 36
Ethnic conflict/racism 1 0 0 0 9 0 8 1 0 19

Muti-related 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 0 0 18
Political related 7 0 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 12

Illicit mining 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 0 0 11

INSTRUMENT USED

FIGURE 27: ASSAULT GHB: INSTRUMENT USED 
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ASSAULT GBH: WOMAN AND CHILDREN

7.1.3.2  COMMON ASSAULT 

FIGURE 28: COMMON ASSAULT: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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COMMON ASSAULT: WOMEN AND CHILDREN
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7.1.3.3 CRIMES COMMITTED AT SCHOOLS

TYPE OF CRIMES COMMITTED 

incidents. 

and safe at school premises, in order for effective skills development to take place.  The violence 

CASE STUDIES

LEARNER STABBING TO DEATH OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL YARD

ON THE 5TH JUNE 2019 AT FOREST HIGH SCHOOL, IN TURFFONTEIN, A 20 YEAR OLD PUPIL 
ALLEGEDLY STABBED AN 18 YEAR OLD TO DEATH OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL. HE WAS STABBED 
ALONG WITH TWO OTHER PUPILS, ONE IN GRADE 8 AND THE OTHER IN GRADE 10, WHO 
WERE ULTIMATELY HOSPITALISED.
LEARNER STABBED TO DEATH BY ANOTHER LEARNER INSIDE THE SCHOOL YARD

DURING THE PERIOD UNDER REVIEW, THERE WAS AN INCIDENT THAT TOOK PLACE AT A 
SCHOOL IN GA-MAMABOLO, OUTSIDE POLOKWANE, WHERE A 15 YEAR OLD HAS STABBED A 
FELLOW PUPIL TO DEATH DURING A FIGHT. IT IS ALLEGED THAT THE TWO LEARNERS HAD A 
FIGHT WHILE PLAYING WITHIN THE SCHOOL PREMISES AND SUBSEQUENTLY, THE SUSPECT 
PRODUCED A SHARP INSTRUMENT AND STABBED THE 16- YEAR OLD DECEASED.

PLACE OF OCCURRENCE
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INSTRUMENT USED

7.1.4 KIDNAPPING

for ransom in exchange for release of the victim or for other illegal purposes, such as to eliminate 
evidence.   

FIGURE 29: KIDNAPPING: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

16,3%
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The increase was noted in all nine provinces. The province recording the highest increase was the 

each.

TIME AND DAY OF OCCURRENCE

TABLE 21: KIDNAPPING: CAUSATIVE FACTORS

NW KZN LP FS NC GP WC EC
345 719 152 355 44 873 317 226 3 031

Robberies 94 247 66 31 12 235 95 50 830
Sexual offences 49 104 54 289 11 164 88 55 814

Hijacking 33 117 11 16 2 264 76 22 541
Domestic 69 72 0 2 2 38 16 20 219

Mob justice 17 126 4 1 2 7 6 7 170
Revenge 65 34 1 3 25 8 27 163
Ransom 12 12 13 1 26 6 7 77
Extortion 0 6 0 5 0 45 8 1 65

Children removed from 
guardian/ parent without 0 0 0 0 2 32 7 19 60

Human trafficking 0 1 0 1 2 11 1 0 16
Attempted Rape 0 0 6 0 5 0 3 14
Initiation related 0 0 4 1 0 7 0 0 12

Attempted Murder 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 8 11
intimidation 0 0 0 0 2 5 2 0 9
Taxi related 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Drug related 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 2

Gang related 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Muthi related 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1

Cash in transit 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Attempted robbery 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

Sample

PROVINCE Total 
RSA



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE | ANNUAL CRIME REPORT 2019/2020

48

The most prominent modus operandi for robberies was, victims found on the street or followed from 
an ATM/bank, forced into a car and cash or card pin code demanded to withdraw cash out of their 

counts of kidnapping incidents involved removal of children from their guardian without their consent. 
Notwithstanding the incidents of women are unable to have children of their own, or have miscarried 
but are seeking to have children. Below are case studies illustrating different motives for kidnapping:

The child snatch in a trolley at a shopping mall while in the care of his grandmother

a shopping mall in Umhlanga making a purchase when an unknown man picked up her grandson 

She grabbed the child from the man’s arms and reported the incident to the mall management 

Durban North police station for investigation.

A rich woman kidnapped for ransom in KwaZulu-Natal

for ransom set at R140 million and the matter was reported to the Hawks for investigation.

A child kidnapped by a woman who desperately wanted a child of her own

incident to police. It was further established that the suspect, who resides close to the victim’s home, 

PLACE OF OCCURRENCE

In general, most kidnapping incidents occur on the street, either when victims are walking/driving to/
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7.1.5 CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW

children in this instance are not victims but accused of committing crime and it is the most shocking 
and disturbing matter. The cases reported demonstrates that there is no shortage of serious crimes 

It is important to understand that children are not born with criminal tendencies, but some factors 

negligent parents, substance abuse, peer pressure, etc.

FIGURE 30: CRIMES COMMITTED BY CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW
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an indication that the police are not making progress in combating of these crimes.

TABLE 22: CONTACT CRIME: CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

Crime EC FS GP KZN LP MP NW NC WC Total
Attempted murder 63 9 22 57 14 6 17 20 145 353

Murder 207 45 75 111 49 38 27 42 185 779
Assault GHB 882 382 796 910 526 279 310 249 1 261 5 595

Common assault 214 249 438 282 216 136 116 69 1 398 3 118
Rape 506 229 261 401 221 230 193 111 417 2 569

Sexual Assault 32 29 48 50 24 18 19 27 142 389
Attempted sexual offences 10 11 1 6 5 2 11 9 6 61

Contact sexual offences 5 5 12 2 1 1 3 5 5 39
Common robbery 80 45 218 139 108 54 33 33 260 970

Robbery with aggravating circumstances 124 33 119 156 63 43 32 23 206 799
Total 2 123 1 037 1 990 2 114 1 227 807 761 588 4 025 14 672

three provinces also registered high levels of cases, with regard to the following crime categories, 

TABLE 23: PROPERTY-RELATED CRIME: CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

Crime EC FS GP KZN LP MP NW NC WC Total
Burglary at non-residential premises 151 93 62 168 98 39 89 101 173 974

Burglary at residential premises 333 236 146 279 165 56 209 188 506 2 118
Stock-theft 40 14 6 25 9 12 10 19 33 168

Theft of motor vehicle and motorcycle 4 3 7 17 1 3 1 3 35 74
Theft out of or from motor vehicle 31 11 23 32 8 2 13 16 93 229

Total 559 357 244 521 281 112 322 327 840 3 563
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TABLE 24: CONTACT RELATED CRIME: CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

Province EC FS GP KZN LP MP NW NC WC Total
Arson 8 5 3 10 4 0 5 1 15 51

Malicious damage to 
property 212 93 254 151 101 62 67 61 741 1 742

Total 220 98 257 161 105 62 72 62 756 1 793

TABLE 25: OTHER SERIOUS CRIME: CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

Province EC FS GP KZN LP MP NW NC WC Total
All theft not mentioned 

elsewhere 257 139 359 228 150 83 114 102 559 1 991
Commercial Crime 2 1 12 1 3 2 4 0 3 28

Shoplifting 193 121 332 310 149 62 60 69 583 1 879
Total 452 261 703 539 302 147 178 171 1 145 3 898

TABLE 26: CRIME DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION: CHILDREN IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAW: 
PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

Province EC FS GP KZN LP MP NW NC WC Total
Driving under the influence 

of alcohol or drugs 1 6 8 7 2 3 0 1 8 36
Drug-related Crime 313 53 455 290 64 71 74 63 1 204 2 587

Illegal possession of 
firearms and ammunition 77 7 71 62 8 13 11 1 217 467

Sexual offences detected 
as a result of police action 1 1 1 6 17 0 2 0 1 29

Total 392 67 535 365 91 87 87 65 1 430 3 119
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7.1.6 SEXUAL OFFENCES

etc., also attempted sexual activities. The victims are coerced into sexual acts, through verbal or 

unwanted sexual attention.

commit such crimes. Some of the subcategories are being detected, as a result of police action and 

sexual assault, contact sexual offences, attempted sexual offences and sexual offences detected, 

TABLE 27: GROUPED SEXUAL OFFENCES: THREE YEAR COMPARISON

CRIME CATEGORY 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Case Diff % Change

Rape

Sexual Assault

Attempted Sexual Offences 2 066 2 146

Contact Sexual Offences 1 221 1 254

Total Sexual Offences 52 420

including the current increase. The highest case difference increase amongst the four increases 
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 FIGURE 31. SEXUAL OFFENCES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

therefore the discussion and analysis on total sexual 
offences will cover the phenomena of rape incidence only.
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FIGURE 32: PROPORTIONAL CONTRIBUTION OF SEXUAL OFFENCES: 2019/2020

7.1.6.1 RAPE 

perpetrators and victims of rape. 
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FIGURE 33. RAPE: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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The same three provinces have shown a decrease in the incidence of sexual offences, during the 

PLACE OF OCCURRENCE

These premises were supposed to be the safest place since, in most instances, the victim and 
perpetrator shared the same residence.

abandoned buildings were also regarded as the unsafe places where high number of rape incidence 
940 counts of rape occurred at these public places. The victims were targeted 

entertainment, including tavern, parks, etc. The victims were then dragged or kidnapped and taken 
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instances, the scene of crime will be where the completed crime occurred, illustrated in the case 

Police station: Kagisho

Crime scene: camp/open veld. Date and time: 2019/05/19 at 02:00. 

Summary:

Police station: Keimoes

Crime scene:

is well known to her and at that time there was no other person on the street. The complainant was 

The suspect then locked the door and started to undress the complainant and then pushed her on 
his bed. The victim was strangled and forced to have sex with the suspect, throughout the night. The 

suspect if she could go outside to urinate and she then managed to escape.

TABLE 28: PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION ON PLACE OF OCCURRENCE: RAPE

Places EC FS GP KZN LP MP NW NC WC Total

Sample size 1 699

Private Residences 
(perpetrator’s/ 

victim’s / family/
friends/ neighbours 

etc.)

18 231

Public place ( 
Street/Open eld/ 

Recreational centre/ 
Park/ Beach / Parking 

area / Abandoned 
building)

452 2 122 559 1 109 7 940

Educational 
institutions (Schools, 
universities, college, 

Day Care Facilities)

61 96 61 56 19 10 5 49 380

Prison/ Holding cells 11 242 40 11 20 4 0 29 365

Mode of Transport 
(Bus / Car / Plane / 

Boat / Ship / Taxi etc.)
0 45 90 16 101 352

Liquor outlets 
(Shebeen/ Tavern 
/ Pub/ Night club / 

Bottle Store)

11 192 51 26 348
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Places EC FS GP KZN LP MP NW NC WC Total

Business premises 
(e.g. Mall/ restaurants 

/work place / Of ce 
Park / Entertainment 

Centre e.g. Movie 
Theatre, Gambling 

Facility

42 44 42 42 16 5 4 12 260

Leisure premises 
(Hotel / Guest house 

/ BnB/ Motel / Holiday 
resort)

9 60 9 9 0 167

Agricultural Land 52 0 4 52 2 0 0 161

Railway Premises 
e.g. Track / Station

5 0 49 5 5 1 0 0 11 76

River / Lake / Pool / 
Dam

14 0 14 0 0 0 0 70

Bus Stop / Taxi Rank 12 0 2 12 2 0 0 2 43

Mining Area 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18

Government 
Premises / Building 

0 0 0 0 2 2 0 5 16

Petrol Station 0 0 2 0 0 2 1 0 0 5

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN VICTIMS AND PERPETRATOR

or a minor who couldn’t point out the perpetrator, etc.

MINORS (BELOW AGE OF 18 YEARS) AS PERPETRATORS OF RAPE 

According to the law the minors are incapable of giving their consent, therefore their consent is 

sexual offenses. 
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FIGURE 34: CHILDREN CHARGED WITH RAPE: THREE YEAR TREND AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW 
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individual provinces increases were observed. Five provinces recorded increases, ranging from the 

counts recorded, in Limpopo. The four provinces that recorded decreases range from the highest, in 

where minors were charged with rape.

CASES STUDY

MINOR RAPING OTHER MINOR: MULTIPLE RAPE BY MINORS

Offence: Rape. Victims: Suspect: one male 

Comments:

them to bend on their knees and he took out his penis and rape them one after the other in their anus, 
as a result one of the victim’s anus was bleeding. 

MINOR RAPING AN OLDER VICTIM:

Offence: Rape and assault GBH. Victims: Suspect:  one male 16 
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hit them together. He further took out a knife and stabbed the husband on his forehead. He then 

bushes and raped her once. 

ALCOHOL RELATED INCIDENCE OF RAPE

that of the sampled analysed 31 

or early hours of the morning. 

FIGURE 35: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW OF CONFIRMED ALCOHOL RELATED INCIDENTS: 2019/2020

MULTIPLE RAPE INCIDENCE

-
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TABLE 29: TOP 11 MULTIPLE RAPE INCIDENCE: SEVEN COUNTS AND HIGHER: 2019/2020

Circumstances Place Perpetrator

Victim and a friend were lured to 

took turns raping her
member of a gang

Bushes
20 x African 
males

Suspects entered the victim’s 

succession
and eight unknown 
males

Victim’s home
Nine x African 
males

Liquor related : victim was drunk 
when  eight different males took turns 
raping her in the toilet

and seven unknown 
males

Tavern’s toilet
Eight  x African 
males

Victim was walking home with 
friends, when she was kidnapped
a group of men, who later took turns 
raping her.

Strangers Another village
Eight x African 
males

Victim was walking home from the 
tavern when she was pushed into the 
bushes and raped

and six unknown 
males

Bushes
Seven x African 
males

Victim was kidnapped from church Perpetrator’s 
home

Seven x African 
males

Mount 
Liquor related : victim was drunk at 

raping her
Strangers

Friend’s 
neighbours 
home

Seven x African 
males

Attempted robbery : victim was 
walking alone, when she was 
searched and raped males

Half built house
Seven x African 
males

Dealesville 
Learner was raped inside a stadium 

succession
Fellow learners

Seven x African 
males

Victim was going to an outside home 
toilet, 

Strangers
Seven x African 
males

took turns
Strangers Victim’s home

Seven x African 

males

7.1.6.2 SEXUAL ASSAULT 

victims of sexual assault.  Also the place of occurrences and circumstances were similar to the rape 
cases.
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FIGURE 36: SEXUAL ASSAULT: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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The incidence of sexual assault showed increases in seven of the nine provinces, during the 

7.1.7 ROBBERIES

appears on the list of the most feared crimes.

7.1.7.1 COMMON ROBBERY
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FIGURE 37: COMMON ROBBERY: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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Although different modus operandi are used to rob people of their belongings, the most prominent 

rural areas.  

TIMES AND DAY OF OCCURRENCE

PLACE OF OCCURRENCE
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period under review.

ITEMS TARGETED 

ROBBERY WITH AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES

FIGURE 38: ROBBERY WITH AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL 
OVERVIEW

2,8%
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ASSOCIATED ROBBERIES: VICTIMS FOLLOWED TO OR FROM BANKS

inside the bank and or depositing cash. 

or to withdraw cash.

large cash withdrawals inside bank branches.

business, home or en route to their destination. The victims include individual, small businesses, as 
well as saving clubs such as stokvels.

the problem of such robberies have become and it is with this in mind that we are appealing to bank 

of these attacks.

and or ATM, to deposit cash.

MODUS OPERANDI

From a total of 226 incidents, where victims were robbed at the ATMs, while withdrawing or either 

 

MUTI-RELATED

MONEY BOMB
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PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION

ASSOCIATED ROBBERY: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

FIGURE 39: ASSOCIATED ROBBERY: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

ATM ATTACKS

ATM ATTACK METHODS

FIGURE 40: ATM ATTACK METHOD
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Ceiling boards would be broken into and the premises entered. In most of the cases, it was noted that 

produced with high temperature.

recorded during the period under review, as compared to cutting torch and theft of the ATM.

malls, where the premises were safeguarded. The patrolling guards were tied up and robbed of their 
belongings before attacking the ATM.

According to Chadwell Heath London research, it was revealed that cutting torch suspects used 
multiple Diebold Machine plasma torches, which is faster and it could allow access to the safe slot 

ATM ATTACKS: TIME AND DAYS OF THE WEEK

FIGURE 41: ATM ATTACKS: TIME AND DAYS OF THE WEEK
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SUBCATEGORIES OF ROBBERY WITH AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES

the overall reported cases. Three of the subcategories recorded an increase, as compared to the 

TABLE 30: AGGRAVATED ROBBERY: THREE YEAR TREND

Category 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Counts Diff % Change

16 026

22 261

19 991 20 651 660

164 -19 -10,40%

4 0 -4 -100,00%

Truck hijacking 1 202 1 182 1 202 20

7.1.7.1.1 CARJACKING

illustrates a general upward pattern, with the highest peak reported during the period under review. 

FIGURE 42: CARJACKING: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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DAY AND TIME OF OCCURRENCE

are from entertainment places. 

TYPES OF HIJACKED VEHICLES

combined. 

INSTRUMENT USED 

shot at and/or killed. 

The second highest instrument used was suspects using their bare hands to threaten and overpower 
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MODUS OPERANDI

PLACES WHERE CARJACKING OCCURRED

regional routes leading out of the province also contributed to the enabling of this crime. The North 

leading to Gauteng Province, suggesting that the vehicles might be stolen and taken to Gauteng or 

7.1.7.1.2 TRUCK HIJACKING
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FIGURE 43: TRUCK HIJACKING: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

1,7%
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DAY AND TIME OF OCCURRENCE 

portion of truck hijacking takes place during the weekdays accounting for 888 or 84,6% counts of hi-

Wednesday and Saturday, reporting four or 16,0% counts each. The remaining days of the week 
accounted for three or 12,0% counts each.

between 06:00 to 05:59. The most prominent times, in Gauteng was between 09:00 to 11:59, with 
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PLACE OF OCCURRENCE FOR TRUCK HIJACKING

State recorded one case each at this place. 

Incidents that occurred whilst the truck was delivering goods and when parked at petrol stations or 

TARGETED ITEMS

INSTRUMENT AND METHOD USED TO HIJACK TRUCKS

hold the truck driver and occupants at gunpoint, force the victims into the truck or suspect’s vehicle, 

victims robbed of their personal properties and the truck abandoned at a different point.  

established that different modus operandi was used to trap the victims, in order to rob them.  In 
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The single incident recorded in the Northern Cape, occurred in Batlharos. The complainant alleged 

7.1.7.1.3 ROBBERY OF CASH IN TRANSIT

opportunities to commit heists. 

FIGURE 44: ROBBERY OF CASH IN TRANSIT: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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TIMES, DATES AND DAYS OF OCCURRENCE

FIGURE 45: ROBBERY OF CASH IN TRANSIT: DATES OF THE MONTHS

FIGURE 46: PLACES OF OCCURRENCE AND TYPE OF CASH IN TRANSIT 
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installed.

stores and/or parking’s or bank site of business areas.

shootouts the suspects target the driver’s door or window, while moving on the road with the intent 
to overpower the driver when he loses control of the vehicle.

single incident where a bomb was used during these incidents. The remaining incidents that occurred 

INJURIES OR FATALITIES DURING ROBBERIES OF CASH IN TRANSIT

7.1.7.1.4 ROBBERY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES

counts. 
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FIGURE 47: ROBBERY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

-5,8%
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A decrease of robberies at residential premises was recorded in seven provinces depicted on the 

DAY AND TIME OF OCCURRENCE

when people are relaxing at home, watching television and/or cooking. The incidents also continue 
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INSTRUMENT USED 

METHOD USED TO GAIN ENTRY

PLACE OF OCCURRENCE

ITEMS TARGETED

household appliances. 

7.1.7.1.5 ROBBERY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES

spiritual institutions, medical service providers, etc. These thus include all premises that are neither 
created nor utilised for human habitation. Business premises further include both formal and informal 



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE | ANNUAL CRIME REPORT 2019/2020

77

FIGURE 48: ROBBERY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL 
OVERVIEW

3,3%
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PLACE OF OCCURRENCE FOR ROBBERY AT NON- RESIDENTIAL PREMISES 

most used weapon.

ROBBERY AT POST OFFICES
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FIGURE 49: ROBBERY AT POST OFFICES: MONTHLY OVERVIEW

DATES OF THE MONTH DURING POST OFFICE ROBBERIES

The graph below illustrate that the 1st, 2nd th st of the month recorded more incidents of post 

FIGURE 50: POST OFFICE ROBBERIES: DAY OF THE MONTH

 

TIMES AND DAYS OF THE WEEK DURING POST OFFICE ROBBERIES
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FIGURE 51: POST OFFICE ROBBERIES: DAY AND TIME OF THE WEEK

PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW OF POST OFFICE ROBBERIES

FIGURE 52: POST OFFICE ROBBERIES: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

PETROL STATION ROBBERIES
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MONTHLY OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS AT PETROL STATIONS

The incidents at petrol stations have decreased in all of the months with the exception of October 

FIGURE 53: PETROL STATION ROBBERIES: MONTHLY OVERVIEW

PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS AT PETROL STATIONS

FIGURE 54: ROBBERIES AT PETROL STATIONS: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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FIGURE 55: TYPES OF CRIME COMMITTED DURING INCIDENTS AT PETROL STATIONS

7.2 CONTACT-RELATED CRIME

2019/2020. 
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FIGURE 56: THE CONTACT-RELATED CRIMES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

-4,2%
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TABLE 31: OVERVIEW OF THE CONTACT-RELATED CRIME

Category 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Counts Diff % Change

Arson -300 -7,30%

111 492

Total Contact-related Crimes 115 361 117 172 112 244 -4 928 -4,20%

7.2.1 ARSON

person’s life.
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FIGURE 57: ARSON: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

-7,3%
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provinces during 2019/2020. The highest percentile and numerical increase was recorded, in the 

TYPES OF STRUCTURES
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to another crime.

dwelling was set alight. The motive for these arson cases are consistent with the above provinces, 

of the total arrested offenders.    
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action, one case, due to revenge and in one case the perpetrator had mental health issues. Of the 

INSTRUMENTS AND METHODS USED TO COMMIT ARSON

The most prominent accelerants used in the commission of these cases were matches, accounting 

DAY OT THE WEEK AND TIME OF OCCURRENCE

TABLE 32: DAY AND TIMES OF OCCURRENCE: NATIONAL PICTURE

Day and time of
the week 00:00-02:59 03:00-05:59 06:00-08:59 09:00-11:59 12:00-14:59 15:00-17:59 18:00-20:59 21:00-23:59 Total

Sunday 153 101 52 53 48 81 131 137 756
Monday 109 53 49 40 34 55 80 87 507
Tuesday 70 45 44 34 38 45 64 76 416
Wednesday 71 62 52 33 32 39 81 99 469
Thursday 65 38 30 36 31 36 72 96 404
Friday 67 35 36 37 36 40 91 129 471
Saturday 140 73 48 43 47 76 163 196 786
Total 675 407 311 276 266 372 682 820 3 809
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period was from 212:0 to 02:59. The provinces follow the same trend with the Eastern Cape, Free 

7.2.2 MALICIOUS DAMAGE TO PROPERTY

FIGURE 58: MALICIOUS DAMAGE TO PROPERTY: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

-4,1%
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-761

-3 492

-4 917
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-4 628

and increased in two provinces, during 2019/2020. The increase was recorded in Mpumalanga 

DAY OF THE WEEK AND OF OCCURRENCES

TABLE 33: DAY AND TIME OF OCCURRENCES: NATIONAL PICTURE

Day and time of the week
00:00 - 
02:59

03:00 - 
05:59

06:00 - 
08:59

09:00 - 
11:59

12:00 - 
14:59

15:00 - 
17:59

18:00 - 
20:59

21:00 - 
23:59

Total

2 152 2 592 20 646

956 2 095 2 422

962 664 1 500 2 054 12 192

1 114

661 1 451 1 450 2 065 2 411
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Day and time of the week
00:00 - 
02:59

03:00 - 
05:59

06:00 - 
08:59

09:00 - 
11:59

12:00 - 
14:59

15:00 - 
17:59

18:00 - 
20:59

21:00 - 
23:59

Total

2 605

2 502 1 560 1 524

Total 11 989 7 531 10 710 11 397 11 383 16 130 20 738 18 074 107 
952

TYPES OF PROPERTY DAMAGED 

were damaged.

the commission of this crime.
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appliances were damaged in the Republic.     

INSTRUMENTS USED

METHODS USED 

 

The Eastern Cape and the Free State followed the same trends with broke off or down used the most 
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7.3 PROPERTY RELATED CRIMES

between the victims and the offenders. The perpetrators are, in most cases, unknown at the time 
when these crimes are committed, resulting in lower detection rates.

FIGURE 59: PROPERTY RELATED CRIME: TREND OVER 10-YEARS PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION

-5,2%

EASTERN CAPE FREE STATE GAUTENG KWAZULU-NALIMPOPO MPUMALANGA NORTH WEST NORTHERN CAPE WESTERN CAPRSA

Eastern Cape Free State Gauteng
Kwazulu

/Natal Limpopo
Mpumalang

a North West
Northern 

Cape
Western 

Cape
Republic of 
South Africa

2018/2019 51 875 28 778 133 563 78 995 28 468 35 008 33 039 13 420 92 015 495 161
2019/2020 49 576 27 567 126 844 74 804 28 449 33 035 29 877 12 735 86 337 469 224

Case Diff -2 299 -1 211 -6 719 -4 191 -19 -1 973 -3 162 -685 -5 678 -25 937
%Change -4,4% -4,2% -5,0% -5,3% -0,1% -5,6% -9,6% -5,1% -6,2% -5,2%
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1 667

27 710

-106 -4 741 -9 963 -2 871

-32 678

-12 814
-25 937

compared to other provinces.

TABLE 34: OVERVIEW OF PROPERTY RELATED CRIMES

Category 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Counts 
Diff

% Change

-1 511 -2,10%

205 959

46 921 - 1 403 -2,90%
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Category 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Counts 
Diff

% Change

Theft out of or from motor vehicle -6 863 -5,50%

-1 254 -4,20%

Total Property-Related Crimes 507 975 495 161 469 224 -25 937 -5,20%

7.3.1 BURGLARY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES

DEFINITION

nature.

Figure 60 illustrates that during 2019/2020 all nine provinces registered a decrease of counts of 

FIGURE 60: BURGLARY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES OVER 10- YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

-6,7%

EASTERN CAPE FREE STATE GAUTENG KWAZULU-NALIMPOPO MPUMALANGA NORTH WEST NORTHERN CAPE WESTERN CAP RSA

Eastern Cape Free State Gauteng
Kwazulu

/Natal Limpopo Mpumalanga North West
Northern 

Cape
Western 

Cape
Republic of 
South Africa

2018/2019 23 393 13 244 53 092 38 790 14 634 16 533 15 436 6 325 39 418 220 865

2019/2020 22 233 12 494 48 980 35 290 14 502 16 040 14 156 6 208 36 056 205 959
Case Diff -1 160 -750 -4 112 -3 500 -132 -493 -1 280 -117 -3 362 -14 906
%Change -5,0% -5,7% -7,7% -9,0% -0,9% -3,0% -8,3% -1,8% -8,5% -6,7%
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-18 560
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-14 906
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PLACE OF OCCURRENCE

caravans were also targeted.

MANNER IN WHICH ACCESS WAS GAINED

force.
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walls, e.g. of informal structures. It is also evident that the perpetrators often exploit the negligence 
of their victims who leave doors and windows open.

ITEMS STOLEN

appliances, clothing and cash. There is an ever available market for these stolen goods, which are 

cellular phones were also targeted.

7.3.2 BURGLARY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES

at all kinds of premises which are not intended for human habitation, ranging from spaza or tuck 
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when increases were recorded in seven of the nine provinces. 

FIGURE 61: BURGLARY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL 

OVERVIEW

-2,1%

EASTERN CAPE FREE STATE GAUTENG KWAZULU-NALIMPOPO MPUMALANGA NORTH WEST NORTHERN CAPE WESTERN CAP RSA

Eastern Cape Free State Gauteng
Kwazulu

/Natal Limpopo Mpumalanga North West
Northern 

Cape
Western 

Cape
Republic of 
South Africa

2018/2019 7 691 5 171 15 985 10 863 6 315 6 034 5 732 2 722 10 711 71 224

2019/2020 7 477 5 417 15 582 10 844 6 703 5 731 5 204 2 315 10 440 69 713
Case Diff -214 246 -403 -19 388 -303 -528 -407 -271 -1 511
%Change -2,8% 4,8% -2,5% -0,2% 6,1% -5,0% -9,2% -15,0% -2,5% -2,1%
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29

-1 511

DAY AND TIME OF OCCURRENCE
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Due to the fact that the exact time of the incident cannot be determined, an estimated time frame 

Northern Cape revealed that more of the incidents occurred during the period from 12:00 to 14:59 
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PREMISES TARGETED

 The 

do not attend court proceedings, resulting in cases being struck off the roll. 

   

MANNER IN WHICH ACCESS WAS GAINED

curtains or blinds.
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entrance was gained through the roof of the premises.

gained through unlocked doors.

ITEMS STOLEN
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OFFENDERS

7.3.3 THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLES
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FIGURE 62: THEFT OF MOTOR VEHICLE AND MOTORCYCLE: TREND OVER 10-YEARS PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL 
OVERVIEW

-2,9%

EASTERN CAPE FREE STATE GAUTENG KWAZULU-NALIMPOPO MPUMALANGA NORTH WEST NORTHERN CAPE WESTERN CAP RSA

Eastern Cape Free State Gauteng
Kwazulu

/Natal Limpopo Mpumalanga North West
Northern 

Cape
Western 

Cape
Republic of 
South Africa

2018/2019 2 384 1 413 24 321 8 050 861 2 290 1 999 215 6 791 48 324

2019/2020 2 135 1 344 23 819 8 030 787 2 304 1 929 214 6 359 46 921
Case Diff -249 -69 -502 -20 -74 14 -70 -1 -432 -1 403
%Change -10,4% -4,9% -2,1% -0,2% -8,6% 0,6% -3,5% -0,5% -6,4% -2,9%
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PLACE WHERE VEHICLES WERE STOLEN

vehicles are stolen on the street, as a result of limited parking facilities at the residential complexes, 

TARGETED VEHICLES

METHOD USED TO GAIN ACCESS TO VEHICLES

The most common modus operandi/methods used to get access to vehicles to steal corresponded 
in all the provinces. This included the breaking or damaging of the locks of the vehicles, including 

circumstances which are not clear, as in a large number of cases there are no witnesses to the 
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TRANSNATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE SMUGGLING

7.3.4 THEFT OUT OF OR FROM MOTOR VEHICLES 

victims who leave valuable items, such as cellular telephones, laptops and wallets/cash, etc. in 
plain sight inside vehicles, tempting potential offenders to break into the vehicles to steal the items. 

before leaving the vehicles also creates opportunities for potential offenders. As in the case of other 

vehicles.

decrease was noted in all nine provinces. 

FIGURE 63: THEFT OUT OF OR FROM MOTOR VEHICLE: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL 
OVERVIEW

-5,5%

EASTERN CAPE FREE STATE GAUTENG KWAZULU-NALIMPOPO MPUMALANGA NORTH WEST NORTHERN CAPE WESTERN CAP RSA

Eastern Cape Free State Gauteng
Kwazulu

/Natal Limpopo Mpumalanga North West
Northern 

Cape
Western 

Cape
Republic of 
South Africa

2018/2019 11 671 4 884 39 171 14 912 4 262 6 896 6 315 2 845 34 120 125 076

2019/2020 10 931 4 527 37 475 14 388 4 126 5 973 5 583 2 739 32 471 118 213
Case Diff -740 -357 -1 696 -524 -136 -923 -732 -106 -1 649 -6 863
%Change -6,3% -7,3% -4,3% -3,5% -3,2% -13,4% -11,6% -3,7% -4,8% -5,5%
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PLACE OF OCCURRENCE OF THEFT OUT OF OR FROM MOTOR VEHICLES

vehicles occurred while vehicles were parked in the street/side of road, with a total of 15 110 cases 

occurred in parking areas at places of work/industries. 
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ITEMS STOLEN

stolen out of or from motor vehicles, in large numbers, as compared to other items that were stolen. 

radios/speakers were taken. 

MODUS OPERANDI

was damaging locks at premises, where the targeted vehicles were parked, to gain access at a total 

7.3.5 STOCK THEFT

DEFINITION

FIGURE 64: STOCK THEFT: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION

-4,2%
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2018/2019 6 736 4 066 994 6 380 2 396 3 255 3 557 1 313 975 29 672
2019/2020 6 800 3 785 988 6 252 2 331 2 987 3 005 1 259 1 011 28 418

Case Diff 64 -281 -6 -128 -65 -268 -552 -54 36 -1 254
%Change 1,0% -6,9% -0,6% -2,0% -2,7% -8,2% -15,5% -4,1% 3,7% -4,2%
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PLACE OF OCCURRENCE AND TYPE OF STOCK-THEFT

FIGURE 65: STOCK THEFT: PLACE OF OCCURRENCE AND TYPE OF STOCK-THEFT

Type of stock

Place of stock-theft

NATIONAL PICTURE

PLACE OF OCCURRENCE

TYPE OF STOCK THEFT
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The number of sheep stolen outnumbered the number of stolen cattle and goat.

assist the investigation is available.

METHOD USED TO GAIN ACCESS TO STOCK THEFT

compromised.
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7.4 OTHER SERIOUS CRIME

shoplifting. Other serious crime does not involve violence against persons, as there is no contact 
between the victims and the offenders.

illustrated in Figure 66 below. 

FIGURE 66. OTHER SERIOUS CRIME: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

-4,0%

EASTERN CAPE FREE STATE GAUTENG KWAZULU-NALIMPOPO MPUMALANGA NORTH WEST NORTHERN CAPE WESTERN CAP RSA
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Kwazulu

/Natal Limpopo Mpumalanga North West
Northern 

Cape
Western 

Cape
Republic of 
South Africa

2018/2019 36 271 22 006 134 273 65 970 25 081 25 235 21 840 9 924 103 847 444 447

2019/2020 37 480 21 631 129 696 64 128 23 780 24 367 20 358 10 538 94 591 426 569
Case Diff 1 209 -375 -4 577 -1 842 -1 301 -868 -1 482 614 -9 256 -17 878
%Change 3,3% -1,7% -3,4% -2,8% -5,2% -3,4% -6,8% 6,2% -8,9% -4,0%

525 194

528 296
517 252 510 748 499 698

479 075
469 276 438 113 444 447

426 569

0

100 000

200 000

300 000

400 000

500 000

600 000

2010/2011 2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/ 2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020

April to March

Other serious crime

3 102

-11 044
-6 504

-11 050

-20 623

-9 799

-31 163

6 334

-17 878

TABLE 35: OTHER SERIOUS CRIMES: THREE FINANCIAL YEAR OVERVIEW 

Category 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Counts Diff % Change

All theft not entioned elsewhere -17 640 -5,90%

Commercial crime 46 0,10%

Shoplifting -284 -0,50%

Total Other Serious Crimes 438 113 444 447 426 569 -17 878 -4,00%
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7.4.1 ALL THEFT NOT MENTIONED ELSEWHERE (OTHER THEFT)

copper pipes. 

FIGURE 67: ALL THEFT NOT MENTIONED ELSEWHERE: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL 
OVERVIEW

counts in a public place.

THEFT OF NON-FERROUS METALS



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE | ANNUAL CRIME REPORT 2019/2020

105

amount to replace or repair the damaged or stolen cables or pipes. The effects of these crimes 

aftermath of this criminal act, in some instances, is the enormous cost associated with replacement 

TYPE OF NON-FERROUS METALS AND THE TARGETED INDUSTRIES
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METHODS USED 

The perpetrators of this crime use various method to gain access and to remove the stolen cable 

crowbars to cutting torches, pick axes and chisels. Cables are dug out of the ground and cut off with 

7.4.2 COMMERCIAL CRIMES

to trademark theft, bank and tax evasion. Commercial crime has a broad impact on the South African 

the cost of goods and services to consumers.

FIGURE 68: COMMERCIAL CRIMES: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION

0,1%
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2018/2019 7 283 4 162 28 479 14 899 4 118 5 188 5 155 1 088 13 451 83 823

2019/2020 8 396 4 255 28 941 14 343 4 275 5 104 3 768 1 188 13 599 83 869
Case Diff 1 113 93 462 -556 157 -84 -1 387 100 148 46
%Change 15,3% 2,2% 1,6% -3,7% 3,8% -1,6% -26,9% 9,2% 1,1% 0,1%
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DAYS AND TIMES OF OCCURRENCE

INSTRUMENTS AND METHODS USED

7.4.3 SHOPLIFTING

transport the suspect, after the crime was committed and the suspect arrested.
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FIGURE 69: SHOPLIFTING: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

-0,5%
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%Change 3,9% -2,2% -3,0% -6,8% 9,9% 6,0% -3,1% 15,0% 1,8% -0,5%
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8. CRIME DETECTED AS A RESULTS OF POLICE ACTION

FIGURE 70: CRIME DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND 
PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

-14,5%
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South Africa

2018/2019 22 558 11 907 90 476 60 283 23 249 15 205 13 807 4 573 97 223 339 281
2019/2020 20 869 8 313 83 090 54 199 16 920 13 267 12 028 3 316 78 174 290 176

Case Diff -1 689 -3 594 -7 386 -6 084 -6 329 -1 938 -1 779 -1 257 -19 049 -49 105
%Change -7,5% -30,2% -8,2% -10,1% -27,2% -12,7% -12,9% -27,5% -19,6% -14,5%
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TABLE 36: CRIME DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLCE ACTION: THREE FINANCIAL YEAR OVERVIEW

Category 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Counts Diff % Change

ammunition
43 0,30%

-62 147 -26,70

drugs
11 361 13,70%

Sexual Offences detected as a result of   
police action

9 614

Total Other Serious Crimes 438 113 444 447 426 569 -17 878 -4,00%

8.1 ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF FIREARM AND AMMUNITION



SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE SERVICE | ANNUAL CRIME REPORT 2019/2020

110

FIGURE 71: ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF FIREARM AND AMMUNITION: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND 
PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

0,3%
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2018/2019 1 995 513 3 947 3 733 702 906 692 99 3 149 15 736
2019/2020 2 156 416 4 079 3 719 635 1 039 704 70 2 961 15 779

Case Diff 161 -97 132 -14 -67 133 12 -29 -188 43
%Change 8,1% -18,9% 3,3% -0,4% -9,5% 14,7% 1,7% -29,3% -6,0% 0,3%
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TYPE OF ILLEGAL FIREARMS CONFISCATED

on table 44 below.
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TABLE 37: TYPE OF FIREARM CONFISCATED

Type of rearm EC FS GP KZN LP MP NC NW WC Total % 
Contribution

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1

Ammunition 140 1 146 149 249

Explosive 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1

10 22 64 2 11

0 2 0 25 164

1 665 266

49 101 14 41 2 15 21

Total
1 888 339 2 896 3 323 515 846 61 545 2 826

13 
239

100,0%

8.2 DRUG-RELATED CRIME

should be seen as a positive development as this crime depends on police detection.

FIGURE 72: DRUG-RELATED CRIME: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

-26,7%
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2018/2019 15 213 7 888 55 639 35 358 13 533 9 959 9 910 3 813 81 344 232 657
2019/2020 13 343 3 989 43 275 25 990 4 775 6 670 7 140 2 620 62 708 170 510

Case Diff -1 870 -3 899 -12 364 -9 368 -8 758 -3 289 -2 770 -1 193 -18 636 -62 147
%Change -12,3% -49,4% -22,2% -26,5% -64,7% -33,0% -28,0% -31,3% -22,9% -26,7%

150 561

176 218

206 721

260 596 266 902 259 165

292 689

323 547

232 657

170 510

0

50 000

100 000

150 000

200 000

250 000

300 000

350 000

2010/2011 2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/ 2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020

April to March

Drug-related Crime

25 657 30 503
53 875

6 306

-7 737

33 524 30 858
-90 890

-62 147

are dealt with using conventional and unconventional policing. 
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counts each.  

TYPE OF DRUGS CONFISCATED FROM DOCKET ANALYSIS AND CLANDISTINE 
LABORATORIES

DOCKET ANALYSIS FINDINGS

TABLE 38: TYPE OF DRUGS CONFISCATED FROM DOCKET ANALYSIS

Drug Type EC FS GP KZN LP MP NC NW WC Total

Cannabis/Dagga 100 21 96 115 19 109

Crystal Meth/Tik (methamphetamine) 4 9 1 1 4 14 4 291

Mandrax/methoqoloune 1 11 2 122 229

Nyaope/Woonga/Sugars 41 12 15 11 96

Cocaine/rock 12 1 14 6 9 5

Heroine 1 6 10 12 1 12

CAT/khat (methcathinone) 2 4 5 1 2 1

Ecstasy 1 1 5

Total 261 165 141 122 99

TABLE 39: TYPE FROM CLANDESTINE LABORATORIES

Provinces EC GP KZN MP WC Total

Cannabis 1 5 1 6 16

Cannabis plant and loose cannabis 0 0 0 0

Crystal METH/CAT 1 6 0 0

Ecstasy 0 1 0 0 1

Heroin 0 0 2 2 2 2
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Provinces EC GP KZN MP WC Total

Magic mushroom 0 0 1 0 0 1

Mandrax 0 4 2 0 0 6

Schedule 5 Substance sexual enhancer 
products

0 1 0 0 0 1

Steroids 1 1 0 0 0 2

Controlled medication alprozolam 0 0 1 0 0 1

Total 3 16 11 1 9 40

steroid and schedule 5 substance sexual enhancer products, accounted for one count each. In 

a schedule one medication and has a high potential for misuse. From the two laboratories busted 

OTHER ITEMS CONFISCATED

During the arrests, suspects were found in possession of other items, which could be proceeds 
of drugs or stolen items to be sold to sustain drug habits. More than one item could have been 

PLACE OF OCCURRENCE 

OFFENDER’S PROFILE

females.

claiming 14 out of 25 suspects. From a total of 22 Lesotho nationals, 16 were arrested in the North 
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8.3 DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AND/OR DRUGS

The increase was recorded in seven provinces with the exception of the Northern Cape and the 

FIGURE 73: DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AND/OR DRUGS: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD 
AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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TIMES AND DAYS OF THE WEEK

OFFENDERS PROFILE

 counts.

8.4 SEXUAL OFFENCES DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION

detected, as a result of police action, resulted in this crime reaching its highest level over the ten 
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FIGURE 74: SEXUAL OFFENCES AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION: TREND OVER 10-YEAR PERIOD AND 
PROVINCIAL DISTRIBUTION

20,5%

EASTERN CAPE FREE STATE GAUTENG KWAZULU-NALIMPOPO MPUMALANGA NORTH WEST NORTHERN CAPE WESTERN CAP RSA

Eastern Cape Free State Gauteng
Kwazulu

/Natal Limpopo Mpumalanga North West
Northern 

Cape
Western 

Cape
Republic of 
South Africa

2018/2019 81 506 687 3 615 2 457 24 428 9 169 7 976
2019/2020 77 701 876 3 474 3 594 17 704 6 165 9 614

Case Diff -4 195 189 -141 1 137 -7 276 -3 -4 1 638
%Change -4,9% 38,5% 27,5% -3,9% 46,3% -29,2% 64,5% -33,3% -2,4% 20,5%

2 726

4 175
4 720

6 340
5 830

6 164
6 701

7 976

9 614

0

2 000

4 000

6 000

8 000

10 000

12 000

2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/ 2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020

April to March

Sexual offences detected as a result of police action

2 726
1 449

545
1 620

-510

334 537
1 275 1 638

9. CORE BUSINESS DIVERSION

9.1 PUBLIC ORDER INCIDENTS

Public disorder incidents discussed in this report, includes uprising, rioting, looting and persistent 
civil disobedience. SAPS also provides for crowd control at public events like sports, large church, 

buses and other public transport vehicles.
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FIGURE 75: PUBLIC ORDER INCIDENTS (UNREST AND PEACEFUL): TREND OVER NINE YEAR  

Eastern Cape Free State Gauteng KwaZulu/Natal Limpopo Mpumalanga Northern Cape North West Western Cape RSA
2018/2019 2 064 1 222 2 428 3 474 1 174 1 059 668 1 137 1 373 14 599
2019/2020 1 513 745 2 922 3 053 871 767 575 749 1 049 12 244
Case Diff -551 -477 494 -421 -303 -292 -93 -388 -324 -2 355
%Change -26,7% -39,0% 20,3% -12,1% -25,8% -27,6% -13,9% -34,1% -23,6% -16,1%

10 832 10 517
11 601

12 451 11 151 10 982 11 058 10 322

8 608

1 226
1 882 1 907

2 289
3 542 3 690 3 583

4 277 3 636

12 058
12 399

13 508
14 740 14 693 14 672 14 641

14 599

12 244
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2011/2012 2012/2013 2013/2014 2014/2015 2015/2016 2016/2017 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020

Peaceful Unrest Total Financial Public Order Incidents

-15,0%

-16,6%

-16,1%

distribution in provinces are shown in table 40.

TABLE 40. PUBLIC ORDER INCIDENTS: UNREST-RELATED AND PEACEFUL: TWO YEAR FINANCIAL YEAR COMPARISON 
PER PROVINCE

UNREST

 
Eastern 

Cape

Free 

State

Gauteng KwaZulu/

Natal

Limpopo Mpumalanga Northern 

Cape

North 

West

Western 

Cape
RSA

665 419 429 4 277

2019/2020 215 259 277 3 636

Case Diff

PEACEFUL

 
Eastern 

Cape

Free 

State

Gauteng KwaZulu/

Natal

Limpopo Mpumalanga Northern 

Cape

North 

West

Western 

Cape

Eastern 

Cape

944 10 322

2019/2020 1 046 2 164 612 8 608

Case Diff 401
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this province. Peaceful incidents included assemblies, gatherings and meetings that did not result 

9.2 CRIMES RELATED TO THE ENVIRONMENT

Despite all of the laws, poaching of our wildlife are still continuing on a large scale. Criminals are 

danger. 

TABLE 41: ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES: THREE YEAR COMPARISON

 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Case Difference % Change

Environmental crimes 9 294 -8,52%
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FIGURE 76: ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES: TREND OVER THREE YEAR PERIOD AND PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

 

2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Case difference % Change

Rhinoceros 591 520 352 -168 -32,30%

Elephant 75 58 22 -36 -62,10%

Lion 18 18 32 14 77,80%

Pangolin 16 28 28 0 0,00%

Marine and 
fish related 

crimes
1 895 1 978 1 368 -610 -30,80%

Abalone 308 349 306 -43 -12,30%  

TABLE 42: ENVIRONMENTAL CRIMES: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

EC FS GP KZN LP MP NW NC WC RSA
RHINOCEROS 1 6 1 108 35 173 26 2 0 352

ELEPHANT 0 0 0 1 16 5 0 0 0 22
LION 0 3 3 1 13 0 8 0 4 32

PANGOLIN 0 0 8 0 11 3 3 2 1 28
MARINE AND FISH RELATED CRIMES 293 3 11 672 40 43 26 10 270 1 368

ABALONE 33 1 6 2 2 0 0 7 255 306
TOTAL 327 13 29 784 117 224 63 21 530 2 108

LOBSTER 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 97 103
MUSSELS 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 7
OCTOPUS 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 5
OYSTERS 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 10

FISH 286 3 11 672 40 43 26 5 157 1 243
MARINE AND FISH RELATED CRIMES 293 3 11 672 40 43 26 10 270 1 368

 MARINE AND FISH RELATED CRIMES
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RHINOCEROS POACHING

The hunting of rhinoceroses for their horns is still a large contributor to poaching in South Africa.  In 

TABLE 43: RHINOCEROS POACHING: THREE YEAR COMPARISON.

 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Case Difference % Change

Rhinoceros poaching 591 520 -24,04%

FIGURE 77: RHINOCEROS POACHING: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

A total of 412 rhinoceroses were killed, during 2019/2020. A total of 99 rhinoceros horns were 
recovered and seven rhinoceros were wounded.
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FIGURE 78: RHINOCEROSES KILLED AND HORNS RECOVERED

ELEPHANT POACHING

killed. 

TABLE 44: ELEPHANTS POACHING: THREE YEAR COMPARISON

 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Case Difference Case Difference

Elephants poaching cases 42
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FIGURE 79: ELEPHANT POACHING: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

Most of the cases reported are from parks or reserves, where the carcasses are discovered. 

Park, Gauteng reported four cases. Limpopo province reported 21 cases and Mpumalanga 11 cases. 

FIGURE 80: ELEPHANTS KILLED AND TUSKS RECOVERED

suspects. In one case a suspect was arrested for the possession of two elephant bones, whereas in 
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LION POACHING

TABLE 45: LION POACHING: THREE YEAR COMPARISON

 2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Case Difference Case Difference

10

FIGURE 81: POACHING OF LIONS: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

with eight cases.

In 12 other cases, the persons were found in possession of parts of lions or kept the animals without 

PANGOLIN POACHING

species in the world. 

TABLE 46: PANGOLIN POACHING: THREE YEAR COMPARISON

2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Case Difference % Change

Pangolin poaching 16 29 1
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FIGURE 82:  PANGOLINS RECOVERED: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

Of the 29 cases reported during the period under consideration, 12 cases were recorded, in Limpopo 

MARINE AND FISH- RELATED CRIMES

TABLE 47: MARINE AND FISH- RELATED CRIMES: TWO YEAR COMPARISON

2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/2020 Case Difference % Change

FIGURE 83: MARINE LIFE AND FISH-RELATED CRIMES: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW
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Cape. Lambertsbaai reported 14 cases and Hermanus 12 cases.

Other species were also poached during the period under review. Fish related cases contributed 

cases.

ABALONE POACHING 

TABLE 48: ABALONE POACHING: TWO YEAR COMPARISON

2019/2020 Case Difference

Abalone poaching

  

FIGURE 84: ABALONE POACHING: PROVINCIAL OVERVIEW

kilograms of abalone were recovered during this period. In these cases 655 suspects was arrested 

POACHING OF OTHER SPECIES
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other species poached during this period under review. 

on other species and the environment, as a whole. The rate at which species are declining pose a 
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10. CONCLUSION

Although the crimes there was an increase recorded on the contact crimes, two categories reported 

all stakeholders to address some of the causal factors. 

Partnerships between the police and other stakeholders interested in combating crime act as a 

responding to public violence and unrest. This is over and above the police members that are killed 

than other citizens in their private lives.
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ANNEXURE C: DEFINITIONS OF CRIME

1. CONTACT CRIME (CRIMES AGAINST THE PERSON)

1.1 MURDER

Murder refers to the unlawful and intentional killing of another human being.

1.2 ATTEMPTED MURDER
Attempted murder refers to the commission of an unlawful act with the intention of killing another 

1.3 SEXUAL OFFENCES*

RAPE

Rape is the unlawful and intentional sexual penetration of a person without his or her consent.

COMPELLED RAPE

of the offence of compelled rape.

SEXUAL ASSAULT

sexual assault.

COMPELLED SEXUAL ASSAULT

of the offence of compelled sexual assault.

ACTS OF CONSENSUAL SEXUAL PENETRATION WITH CERTAIN CHILDREN (STATUTORY 
RAPE)
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A person who commits an act of sexual penetration with a child is, despite the consent of the child to 

penetration with a child.

ACTS OF CONSENSUAL SEXUAL VIOLATION WITH CERTAIN CHILDREN (STATUTORY 
SEXUAL ASSAULT)

A person who commits an act of sexual violation of a child is, despite the consent of the child to the 

violation with a child.

1.4 ASSAULT WITH THE INTENT TO CAUSE GRIEVOUS BODILY HARM

to that person.

1.5 COMMON ASSAULT

threatened person is prevailed upon to believe that the person who is threatening him or her has the 

1.6 ROBBERY WITH AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES

SUBCATEGORIES OF AGGRAVATED ROBBERY FORMING PART OF AGGRAVATED ROBBERY

ROBBERY OF A MOTOR VEHICLE (EXCLUDING TRUCKS), ALSO KNOWN AS “CARJACKING”

ROBBERY OF TRUCK, ALSO KNOWN AS “TRUCK HIJACKING”

CASH IN TRANSIT (CIT) ROBBERY

thereof.
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BANK ROBBERY

ROBBERY AT RESIDENTIAL PREMISES (ALSO KNOWN AS “HOUSE ROBBERY”)

residential premises of another person.

ROBBERY AT NON-RESIDENTIAL PREMISES (ALSO KNOWN AS “BUSINESS 
ROBBERY”)

the business of another person.

1.7 ORDINARY ROBBERY (ALSO KNOWN AS COMMON ROBBERY)

1.8 KIDNAPPING 

or, if such a person is a child, the unlawful intentional deprivation of a parent of control over the child.

2. CONTACT-RELATED CRIME

2.1  ARSON

2.2 MALICIOUS DAMAGE TO PROPERTY

3. PROPERTY-RELATED CRIME

3.1 HOUSEBREAKING (ALSO KNOWN AS BURGLARY) – OTHER PREMISES

and does not form part of residential premises, then enters or penetrates it with part of his or her 

the intention to commit a crime on the premises.

3.2 HOUSEBREAKING (ALSO KNOWN AS BURGLARY) – RESIDENTIAL PREMISES

breaks into a building or similar structure used for human habitation, then enters or penetrates it with 

premises, with the intention to commit a crime on the premises.
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3.3 THEFT OF A MOTOR VEHICLE OR MOTORCYCLE

to another person.

3.4 THEFT OUT OF OR FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE

THEFT FROM A MOTOR VEHICLE

Theft from a motor vehicle consists of the unlawful and intentional removal of parts, accessories or 

vehicle.

THEFT OUT OF A MOTOR VEHICLE

Theft out of a motor vehicle refers to the unlawful and intentional removal of articles in or on the 

such articles taken out of the vehicle.

3.5 STOCK-THEFT

person.

4. CRIME DETECTED AS A RESULT OF POLICE ACTION

4.1 ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF A FIREARM

act, provides as follows:

4.2 ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF AMMUNITION

provides as follows:

4.3 UNLAWFUL USE OR POSSESSION OF DRUGS
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4.4 UNLAWFUL DEALING IN DRUGS

4.5 DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL OR DRUGS

5. OTHER SERIOUS CRIME

5.1 ALL THEFT NOT MENTIONED ELSEWHERE (ALSO KNOWN AS ORDINARY OR 
OTHER THEFT)
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5.2 COMMERCIAL CRIME

FRAUD (INCLUDING ATTEMPTED FRAUD)

FORGERY

UTTERING

5.3 SHOPLIFTING





www.saps.gov.za


