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1. Is there enough engagement and interaction on climate change issues? (Excluding the current 

climate change bill). 

As the National Legislature of the Republic of South Africa, Parliament has a leading role to play in 

addressing the global climate crisis by mobilising our public representatives to address the threat it 

poses to our national security in the context of its legislative mandate. The core function of 

Parliament which is derived from the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa is to protect and to 

defend our constitutional order. Since climate change is a rising existential threat to our country, 

Parliament is therefore obligated to ensure that it takes all necessary measures to institutionally 

capacitate itself to ensure our country and our constitutional order will endure. The Parliamentary 

response to the Climate Crisis must be transversal in nature for it to be effective and operate beyond 

narrow stand-alone policy silos since the climate crisis will impact on virtually all aspects of the joint 

business of the National Assembly and National Council of Provinces. Therefore, the first 

requirement of Parliament, if it is to take any meaningful action on Climate Change, is that it should 

ensure that it adapts its internal legislative architecture and operating structures in a manner that is 

proportionate to the threat in order to create systems which can guarantee Parliament is both 

institutionally and technically capacitated to carry out its core functions to proactively safeguard our 

constitutional order and the well-being of our citizens.  

The actions this would entail the following:  

• The Establishment of a Permanent Joint Standing Committee on the Climate and Ecological 

Crisis which meets once per quarter.  

• The Establishment of an Independent Scientific Advisory Panel which would provide binding 

inputs at regular intervals to Parliament which are able to articulate the science basis of 

Climate Change to legislators which would in turn empower the legislature to engage in 

evidence-based decision making.  

• Introduce a Climate Risk tagging mechanism into the Parliamentary Legislative process, to 

ensure that all legislation is assessed and analysed to ensure it conforms with our laws on 

climate change and our response to the climate crisis.  

• Ensure all Members of Parliament complete a mandatory education module on the Climate 

Crisis during their first year of office.  

• Parliament must be compelled to conduct a National Climate Threat Assessment which 

quantifies the state of readiness, perceived risks, and the appropriateness of the response of 



our system of Government to the Climate Crisis. This should also quantify in financial terms 

as well as loss of life an annual estimate of loss and damage to the country emanating from 

climate induced disasters.  

• Parliament should affix a large and highly visible climate clock within the Parliamentary 

Precinct which is viewable by the public which conveys the amount of time remaining in 

which South Africa must achieve net-zero carbon emissions, and which clearly displays what 

remains of our national carbon emissions budget until 2050 in either MtCO2e or GtCO2e 

where appropriate.  

• Parliament should affix a large and highly visible climate clock within the National Assembly 

Chamber and the National Council of Provinces Chamber which is viewable by all Members 

of Parliament, and which conveys the amount of time remaining in which South Africa must 

achieve net-zero carbon emissions, and which clearly displays what remains of our national 

carbon emissions budget until 2050 in either MtCO2e or GtCO2e where appropriate.  

2. What are your thoughts on the quality of debates, discussions, input, and evidence in 

Parliament relating to this topic? What tends to be missing in the conversation? 

Parliament must ensure it is capable of exercising executive oversight on Climate Change  

within the Presidency and State Institution without fear or favour. Parliament should not  

only ensure that the executive remains within a climate policy window which aligns with our  

Bill of Rights and the Environmental Protections granted under Section 24 of the  

Constitution, but that interventions are taken rapidly in the event that the executive fails to  

mount an appropriate response to climate change in terms of adaptation and mitigation.  

4. What has civil society done to lobby and educate Parliament? How has Parliament and MPs 

responded to your intervention? 

Public Participation in the response to Climate Change should not only be limited to the  

Parliamentary legislative process. As the seat of our national legislature Parliament should  

mobilise every resource at its disposal to ensure that all Members of Parliament are able to  

urgently raise awareness of the threat Climate Change poses to our society and how their  

government intends to respond to that threat. 

5. Have parliamentary committees and MPs done a good job to scrutinise, monitor existing legal 

instruments and influence the government? (What are current instruments and are these being 

adhered to) Elaborate. Examples. 



That Parliament should be an example to the country and immediately decarbonise its operations, 

supply chains and devise an ecologically sound sustainability plan. 

6. How can parliamentary action contribute to the improvement of national climate resilience?  

Parliament should quantify the financial risk of its exposure and government employees to fossil 

fuels investments through pensions and otherwise, and then devise an urgent plan to withdraw and 

remove any exposure it has to these financial instruments. 

10.On the Climate Change bill: what are your thoughts on the process, if and when the bill is likely 

to be passed, and what specific changes would you like to see brought about through the 

parliamentary process? 

Parliament must devise a Climate Change Bill that shows foresight, and which is fit for  

purpose, and which can endure beyond the narrow political terms of office. It must enshrine  

the non-negotiable achievement of net-zero carbon emissions by 2050 into law, and compel  

the adoption of an evidence-based national emissions pathway and budget which aligns with  

the most current science-basis. In line with our constitution, the Climate Change Bill must  

places human-rights considerations as being fundamental to its function.  

 


